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PEEFACE. 



I AM indebted to Colonel Prendergast, V.C., C.B., E.E., Commandant 
of the Corps, for the accounts of the services of the several Detachments 
employed in Malacca, Scinde, Afghanistan, Persia, Central India, and 
Abyssinia. 

Tbe account of the Corps from the period of the establishment of 
a body of Pioneers in 1780 up to the conversion of the two Battalions 
of Pioneers into a Coi’ps of Sappers and Miners, viz., the 1st Battalion 
in 1831, and the 2nd Battalion in 1834, has been compiled from the 
records in the Government Office and in that of the Adjutant- General, 
where I have been afforded every assistance. 

When the history of a Eegiment can be traced to a considerable 
extent from a series of public acknowledgments for services rendered 
throughout the period of its existence, as may be done in the case of 
this very distinguished Corps, comment on the part of the Compiler 
would he superfluous, and I have therefore abstained from introducing 
any matter beyond that which was required to form a connected 
narrative* 

loth March 1877 


w. J. WILSON. 
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THE KOYAL CYPHEB WITHIN THE GABTER. 

“assate," ..MAampooa," 
NA&POEE, “AVA.” “LUCKNOW” “CENTRAi INDIA." 

A Compaiiy Dea^rs on its appointments a Dragon wearing an Imperial 

^P^Mn “China,” “Pegu,” - Taku Ports,” 

B Company, the Dragon, "China,” "Pegu,” "Persia ” 

C Company, "Meanee,” " Hyderabad ” 1843 "Pegu” 

E Company, ^^Pegu.’^ ^ ^ 

F Company, the Dragon, China/’ 

C and H Companies, Abyssinia/’ 

K Company, Taku Forts,” - Abyssinia/’ 

Honorary Colonel, 

H, ^ H. “ 

K.T., G.O.B., K.P., aO.S.I., Pield Marshal. 

laaintained until 1831 when in ponf m 1780, and were 

Court of Directors, the 1 st instructions from the 

which desigMlion the corns hsa^si” ™'*t? “ Sappers md Minm, 
B.ttaIion rf Piece™ c2„^ “f *» W. The fed 

1831, „hen tie Berepeen Officl“ ™ sSffo “ 

regiments, and the Native CnTyim- . respective 

Offle, .cd men we«, mXeiTtcT ll»"-0«»»»4>ned 

Between 1761 and 1780 ^ 0 . * ^ * ft Sappers and Miners.” 

companies of jpioneers and of Miners were 

were brokec op when no longer reqniSd™'* *’’* «<i 

Dnmrg the period abo™ epeoilied tte^ companies were freqnentlv 

• and Sappers. ™ ^ force aufler Colonel John raiD^isri 

the Spanish Settleme^TftfmSptri2Jd''*’'t“’’**‘*™“®“ 
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of that year ; at the siege and surrender of Tanjore in 1771, on which 
occasion their conduct was highly praised hy General Joseph Smith ; at 
the second siege and storm of the same place in 1773 ; at the siege and 
capture of Pondicherry in 1778 hy the army under Sir Hector Munro ; 
and at the capture of the French Settlement at Mahe in 1779. 

The existence of Pioneers as a permanent branch of the army appears 
jygjj to have commenced in September 1780, when an 

‘ ' order was issued directing the formation of two 

companies of the undermentioned strength, viz., 2 Serjeants, 3 Corporals, 
5 Havildars, 5 Naigues, and 100 Native Privates. The men were 
dressed in blue, 50 of each company were armed with light pistols, and 
the remaining 50 with pikes sis feet long. The Havildars were to 
receive 3| pagodas* each per mensem, the Naigues 2| pagodas, and 
the Privates 2 pagodas. 

The Pioneers marched with the advanced guard of Sir Byre Coote’s 
J 78 J army from St- Thomas’ Mount for the relief of 

Sir Eyre Coote’s Wandiwash in January 1781, and were present at 

^ ^ the battle of Porto Novo near Cuddalore on the 

1st July. Their position on the line of march the day before tbe battle 
was determined in an order dated 29th June, from which the following 
is an extract : 

" One company of Pioneers to march at the head of the line, and the 
other to be divided among tbe divisions of guns iu the line.” 

No further separate notice of the Pioneers during this campaign has 
been found, but there can be no doubt tbat they were present with the 
army at the battle of PoUiloor on the 27th August and that of ShoKn- 
ghur on the 27th September 1781, inasmuch as Colonel Owen of tbe 
Bengal Army, who was sent into the Chittoor hills with his brigade 
shortly after the battle last mentioned, and who was attacked by 
Hyder with nearly his whole army at the pass of Veeraoandeloor 
on the 23rd October, mentions a company of Pioneers under Lieutenant 
Innes as having been present at that action. 

At this time a deta<shment of Pioneers under Lieutenant Abbott was 
Capture of the Ontch serving with the Southern Army commanded by 

Hector Munro, and was present at the siege 
and c^ture of Negapatam from the Dutch in 
October and November. 

About the 1st January 1782 the detachment under Lieutenant 

GaptawrfT^c«»aiee volunteers from the 9tht 

and Osteaburgh 4oraJ JNative JBattauons^ embarked at Nega- 
ftomttwDateh. patl(gi with the expedition against the Dutch pos- 

— C • 

* A pag-oda w^w<^h 3 ^ wiicli in foraier days was held equal to 7 ^liliings. 

I was the reoimaisation of the Madras Amiv in 17§I5. 
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sessions in Ceylon, and were present at tlie capture of Trincomalee 
on the Sth January and at that of Fort Ostenbnrgh on the 11th idem. 

It may fairly be presumed that the companies serving with Sir 
„ ^ Eyre Coote^s army in 1781 continued with it 

during the remaining operations of that year and 
those of 1782, viz., the relief of Vellore in November 1781 and again in 
January 1782 ; the skirmishes with Hyder on the marches to and from 
that place, and the battle at Arnee on the 2nd June. 

A detachment of the corps served with the army under Major- 
General James Stuart in 1783, and was engaged 
Attack on the French in the operations against the French at Cuddalore 
lines at Cud a month of June. Intelligence of peace with 

Prance having been received early in July, hostilities ceased at 
Cuddalore, and the army returned to Madras in August. 

During this year a force under Colonel Ross Lang of the Madras 
Army, was employed to create a diversion against 
War in the South against Tippoo by attacking his districts of DindiOTl and 

Capture of Dindigni and '^o^noatore, and to this force a small body of 
other Forts. Pioneers was attached. The Fort at Caroor was 

taken on the 3rd April, that at Averacoorchy on 
the 16th idem, and that at Dindigul on the 5th May. Shortly afterwards 
Colonel Lang was superseded by Colonel William Fiillarton of H.M. 
98th Regiment, and the force was augmented to the strength of about 
13,600 men, of whom about 2,000 were Europeans. The Pioneers, 
amounting to 147 men, under the command of Ensign Cunningham,, 
proved remarkably useful during the continuance of the service. They 
were engaged in the attack and capture of the- 
PaujaW^tchyf&a Panjalamcoorcliy on the 12tb August ; iu 

that of the stronghold of the Shevagherry Polygar 
on the 2nd September j at the reduction of the Ports at Camalum, 
Chucklegherry, and Annamally in October; at the 
capture of the Port at Palghautcherry 
on the 13th November; and the surrender of 
Coimbatore on the 26th idem. The services of the Pioneers at 
Panjalamcoorchy were thus acknowledged by Colonel Pullarton : — 

“ Our next object was to remove a strAg hedge fronting the breach, 
and surroundiug the whole Port, as is the practice in the Polygar 
system of defence. This dangerous service was effected -vnth unusual 
skill by Ensign Cunningham commandi«g the Pioneers, and about ten 
at night, with the advantage of bright mc|)nshine, the storm’*' com- 
menced.’’ ^ 

• The following extract from the report <3f the same officer relates to 

' -» — 

• Kie assault was repulsed with loss aithongh led by two companies of Europeans. 
Immediate me^ures were taken to renew the attack, but the Polygars, disheartened by 

logs, aban&03ae<l ibo fche sam© night.. ^ 

# ■ 
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March through the 
Annamally Forests 
to Palghantcherry. 


the operations against the stronghold of the Shevagherry Polygar^ at 
that time the most powerful of the southern chiefs^ and who had on 
former occasions beaten off considerable detachments : — - 

''After reconnoitring we found that the comby* could not be 
approached in front. We proceeded therefore to cut a road through 
the impenetrable thickets for three miles to the base of the hill that 
bounds the comby on the west. The Pioneers under Ensign Cunningham 
labored with indefatigable industry. 

* . 5fc ' :fc. ^ 

"We continued to cut our way under an unabating fire from eight 
thousand Polygars^ who constantly pressed upon our advanced party, 
rushed upon the line of attack, piked the bullocks that were dragging the 
guns, and killed many of our people. But those attempts were repulsed 
by perseverance, and before sunset we had opened a passage entirely 
to the mountain 

The Pioneers also proved most efficient during the march from 
Annamally to Palghautcherry, which is thus described by Colonel 
Pullarton : — 

" Prom Annamally our progress became truly laborious ; we had to 
force our way through a forest twenty miles 
in depth, extending thirty miles across the 
pass of Palghaut, Our object was to reach 
Calingoody, a post on the western side of the forest within fifteen miles 
of Palghautcherry. The frequent ravines required to be filled up 
before it was possible to drag the guns across them ; innumerable large 
trees which obstructed the passage requmed to be cut down and drawn 
out of the intended track, and then the whole road was to be formed 
before the carriages could pass. The brigades were distributed to 
succeed each other at intervals, preceded by Pioneers in order to clear 
what the advanced body had opened, for the guns and stores that were 
to move under cover of the rear division.^^ 

In March 1784 peace was made with Tippoo, and the Pioneers do not 
1784. appear to have been again employed on field service 

Peace with ^ppoo. until September 1788, when a small detachment 

Gantoor Circar taken nnder § European officer was attached to the 
poseeseion of. cv force under Lieutenant-Colonel James Eidington, 
which took possession of the district of Guntoor. 

In March 1789 a detachment^ of 80 Pioneers was sent from Trichino- 
1789, join the field force assembled under 

72ndt Regi- 

- ^ ment, for service in the Shivagunga country. 

It was preseni^t tie qaptnre of CoUargoody on the 14th May, ^and of 

% ; ^ stronghold m tho mountains. 

tOr%ia»Hytii».78tI»orSeafor61»’sH:igMaBaers; became tb. TZnd'in 1785. ^ 
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Ranamangalnm and Calacoil on the 1st and 2nd June respectively. 
The following order was issued by Government on the conclusion of 
the service' ■ • 

Fort St. GeorgSy nth June 1789. 

The service for which the detachment was sent into the Shiva- 
gunga country being nearly accomplished. Colonel Stuart is desired to 
take the necessary measures for the return of the troops to their 
respective stations, excepting one battalion of native troops, which the 
Colonel will dispose of in the Shivagunga country in such manner 
as he may judge expedient. 

Government take this opportunity of returning their thanks in this 
public manner to Colonel Stuart for his gallantry and good conduct in 
the command of the detachment, and they desire he will communicate 
to the officers and men their perfect approbation of the spirited and 
regular behaviour of the whole of the detachment during the service/^ 
The Pioneers served with the army under General Medows and Lord 
Cornwallis in the war with Tippoo during 1 790, 
1791, and 1792. They were actively employed in 
the operations at Bangalore from the 5th to the 
21st March 1791, on which day the place was 
carried by assault. 

Their loss during that time was 24 killed and 25 wounded, being 
greater than that of any other individual corps engaged, with the excep- 
tion of H.M. 36th Foot, which had 10 killed and 58 wounded. They 
were present at the action near Seringapatam on the 15th May, and at 
the capture of several hill forts in the Mysore country during the year, 
the principal of which were Eahmandroog and Nundidroog, the former 
of which fell on the 17th September and the latter on the 18th October* 
The following is an extract of that part of the order issued by Lord 
Cornwallis on the occasion last referred to which concerns the Pioneers : — 
Although the services of Pioneers are less brilliant than those of 

stem of Uimaidroog, peculiar value iu aU such 

operafeions, and His Lordship thinhs himself called, 
upon in justice to Lieutenant Dowse an^ all the Non-Commissioned 
ofBcers and men of the Pioneer corps, as well as to Ensign Stokoe of 
the Engineers, who assisted with so much ability in directing their 
labors, to declare that their behaviour o». this occasion has deserved 
his highest commendation.” ^ 

A. detachment was present at the assault ^d capture of the strong 
Fort of Savendroog on the 21st DJe^mber by the 
force under Lieuten^t-Oolonel Sfnart, and also 
at the storn? of Oojradroog on ?he 24th idem. 


Campaigns of Lord 
Cornwallis against 
Tippoo. 

1791. 

Storm of Bangalore. 


Storm of Savendroog 
and Oofradropg, 
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xne louowmg is an extract from the order issued by Lord Cornwallis 

on receiving Colonel Stuart’s report of the reduction of the latter 
place : — 

“His Lordship likewise desires * * * and that it may be 

particularly mgmfied to Lieutenant Macinnes of the 72ud Eegiment, 

and to Lieutenants Macpherson and 

yean and Native Pioneers that were 

lera to break open the gates, 

. ‘s report he considers their 

behaviour highly mentorious.” 

The army under Lord Cornwallis arrived before Seringapatam on the 

1792. 6th February 1792, and on the same night an 
Siege of Seringapatam. attack in three divisions was made upon the 

■u e T. redoubts and other outworks of the place The 

number of Pioneers then with the army was about 1,000 ; of these one 
detachment rader Lieutenant Lennon accompanied the right division 
under Major-General Medows, another under Lieutenant Dowse accom- 
panied the centre division under Lord Cornwallis, and a third under 
Lnsign Stokoe of the Bmigal Engineer proceeded with the left division 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell. These divisions were successful in 
eir several objects, and the posts carried were maintained. The 

oTu employed in the operations of the siege until 

the 24th Februaiy, when hoatihties ceased pending the settlement of 
conditions of peace^ which was finally concluded on the IStli March. 

. of June the Pioneers under Lieutenant Dowse were sent 

from Trichm^ly to Madura to join a field force then being assembled 
at Palamcottah under Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell. In December they 

1793. to Dindigul and were employed iu 

., clearing the forest there until May 1793, when 

they marched for the Baramahal. 

In June 1793, at the recommendation of Colonel Brathwaite, 

I-orwatioBofthecoi™ *^6 army, the corps of Honeers 

into a battalion. ’''"as augmented and formed into six companies- 

, . time ordered that it should 

^ separate corps on the estahHshment, 
^d that the officers attached thereto should be returned in it solely. 

^ the llte Jhly the estahhshment of the Battalion was fixed at 1 
Lieutenant Commandant, 3 Lieutenants, 1 Assistant Surgeon 

hS" ‘ Serjeant, 1 Jemadar, 3 

Havildars, 3 Naignes, and 100 Privates. 

The European officers were to be furnished from the Infantry, and 

Off-reokonings to ae *® general list of the army in the same '' 

Commaadaiit, ^ manne^ as other oflScers. The Lieutftuji.tkf. rinm 


who led the European f- 
Dowse^ who conducted the Europe 
employed in carrying the scaling 
that from Lieutenant-Colonel I 
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privilege of beiiig on the same footing with regard to off-reckonings 
as the Commandants of corps: of Native Cavalry.'- 

The pay of the European Serjeants, and of the 
Pay of Pioneers. Native Commissioned, Non-Commissioned Officers 

and men was fixed as follows : — . 

Serjeant ... ... 10 pagodas per mensem. 


Jemadar, 

Havildar 

Naigue..:'", 

Private 


10 fanams per mensem. 

31 ,, 75 cash per mensem, 

10 ,, 5 ,, 


The corps, then numbering 612 of all ranks, was employed during the 
siege and at the surrender of Pondicherry in August 
with the army under the command of Colonel 
Bratbwaite, and was left there under Lieutenant 
Dowse for the purpose of demolishing the fortifications, and also all 
public buildings not required for the accommodation of the troops. 
About the end of July 1794 the corps, still under Lieutenant 
Dowse, marched into the Baramahal for the 
purpose of dismantling several of the Hill Ports 
in that district which had been ceded to the British by Tippoo at the 
peace in 1792. 

In July 1795 two expeditions sailed from Madras against the Dutch 
settlements, viz., one under Colonel James Stuart* 
of service, against those in Ceylon } and the 

other under Major Archibald Brown of the Madf*as army, against 
that in Malacca. 

Two companies of Pioneers under Lieutenant Dowse accompanied 

Expeditions against tho tlie former, and one company under Lieutenant 
Dutch Settlements in Heitland sailed with the latter. The detach- 
CeyionandznMaiacca. Ceylon was present at the reduction of 

Trincomaiee and of Port Ostenhurgh in August and at the capitula- 
tion of Jaffnapatam in September. Shortly afterwards it was joined 
by two companies from the Baramahal. 

The company under Lieutenant Heitland was present at the 
surrender of the Port at Malacca on the 18^h August. 

The detachment under Lieutenant Dowse was j)resent at the 
1796 capitulation of Colombo on the 15th February 

Capitulation of Colombo 1796, which was followed soon afterwards by the 
ttelsiSof°CeyL. submission of tbe A?bolo Island. Early in 1797 
the Pioneers were orders back to Madras, but at 
tbe earnest sobcitation of Major-General MJellbore Ellis Doyle, then 
commanding the Island, and who represented that the .services of a 


1796. 

Capitulation of Colombo 
and submission of 
the Island of Ceylon, 


^ Commanded the Madras Ajcmyfrom 1801 to 1804. 
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detacliment of Pioneers were indispensable, a party of 50 were allowed 
to remain and appear to have done duty in Ceylon until 1802 when it 
became a colony of the Crown after the peace of Amiens. 

On the 6th January 1796 Lieutenant Heitland, with half his company, 
sailed for Amboyna with Admiral Earner’s squad- 
ron as part of the Madias detachment command- 
ed by Major Urban Vigors of that army. The 
rest of the company remained in garrison at Malacca, Ambojma 
was taken in February, and the squadron then sailed for Banda-Meira, 
and the other Spice Islands, all of which were taken possession of 
without opposition. Two companies of Pioneers remained in the 
Moluccas until the peace with the Dutch in 1802, 

In March 1797, Government, in consideration of the readiness with 
I'm which the Native Troops had volunteered for 

foreign service in Ceylon and to the eastward, 
issued an order, from which the following is an extract, granting 
certain allowances to the relatives of those sepoys who might be killed 
or die on that service : — 


Amlioyna and the 
Spioe Islands. 


I’ort St. George, March 1797. 

The Eight Honorable the Governor in Council, who reflects with 
the highest satisfaction on the unexampled alacrity 
and spirit with which the coast Native Troops 
have embarked for foreign service during the 
present war, is naturally led to consider every 
means of preserving that spirit and of rewarding that zeal ; he has 
therefore been pleased to resolve— 

1st. That a gratuity of three months’ allowances (such as they have 
hitherto drawn on their family chits) shaU be given to the relations 
of those sepoys who may be killed or die on service to the eastward, 
from the date of the account of the casualty being received at the 
Station where the chit is paid. 

2nd. That a gratuity of two months’ allowances shall be given on the 
same terms to the relations of those sepoys who may be killed or die 
on service in the Island of Ceylon." 

On the 26th^August 1797, 300 Pioneers embarked at Madras as 
, . , . of expedition under the command of 

tionto Major-General Sir James Craig K.B., which 
■^s^iatended to proceed against Manilla, but the 
design having b^n ab^doned the troops were relanded a few days 
after their emfearkirfioB. „ 

- The Pioneers then marched to Arnee, from which place a detach-' 
ment of 200 mem under Lieutenant Fitzpatrick, proceeded to the coast 
and fembarked service ia Ceylon. ” 


gratuities granted to 
the relatives of sepoys 
killed or dying on 
Foreign Service* 
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The readiness to volunteer again shown by the Native Troops on the 
occasion mentioned above, was recognized by 

1798. Government in the following order 

Fort St. George, 12th December 1798. 

" The Eight Honorable the Governor in Council, impressed with a 
Honorair budges sense o£ the zeal and ardor manifested by the 

grant^ to the Native Troops who volunteered for the projected 

SecS'e^^edMon expedition against Manilla, has caused b^es_ to 
against Manilla in to be prepared in commemoration of tbeir spirit 
'and attacbment to tbe service. 

His Lordship in Council has particular pleasure at this period in 
ordering the distribution of these honorable pledges^ and they will 
acconlingly be forwarded by the Military Board to the Officers com- 
manding corps for delivery to the commissioned, non-commissioned, 
and private volunteers. 

The Officers commanding corps are desired to explain to the 
volunteers that merit, however obscure, can never be indifferent to 
a just and wise Government, and that the successors of those who have 
the present pleasure of bestowing these badges of distinction will feel 
an equal satisfaction in recognising in the descendants of the volunteers 
these testimonials of fidelity and worth*'^^ 

During the same month it was directed that all the Pioneers then 
serving within the limits of the Presidency should be formed into eight 
companies, each of the undermentioned strength, viz. : — 

1 Serjeant. 8 Naigues. 

1 Jemadar. 1 Puckally. 

3 Havildars. 100 Privates. 

1 Serjeant Major as non-effective staff. 

Early in 1799, in consequence of the war with Tippoo, the corps 

1799. was augmented to the following strength, viz. : — 

2 Captains. 10 Serjeants. 

^ 1 Captain Lieutenant. 11 Jemadars. 

Augmentation of the i t • x x o/i -r-r -n 

corps. 1 Lieutenant. 30 

1 Assistant Surgeoi?. 80 Naigues. 

1 Serjeant Major. 1,000 Pirates. 

10 Puckallies. 

The battalion marched with the army under General Harris in 
Battle of Maliaveliy, February 1799, and was 5>resent at the battle of 
Mallavelly on the 29^h March. During the siege 
Seringapatam it Wes' placed undeAjie direction 
• of Colonel Gent, ^er^or officer df. Engineers, 

and was employed in the operation? which^terminated in the storm and 


Augmentation of the 
corps. 


Battle of Mallavelly, 

Siege and capture of 
Semgapatam. 


m 
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capture o£ that fortress on the 4th May. The following is an extrac 
from the order issued by General Harris on the occasion 

“ In thus publicly expressing his sense of their good conduct, th 
Commander-in-Ohief feels himself called upon to notice in a mor 
particular manner the exertions of Captain Dowse and his corps o 
Pioneers, which, during the present seryice, have been equally mirke, 
by unremitting labor and the ability with which that labor was applied.' 

Lieutenant Oormick and 2 men were killed and 26 men woundei 
during the siege. 

In April 1800 a detachment of Pioneers accompanied a field forc( 
sent from Seringapatam by the Honorable 
Colonel Arthur Wellesley under the command o: 
Lieutenant-Colonel Montresor, H. M. 77th Eeoi' 
ment, and was present at the attack and capture 
of the stronghold of the Rajah of Bullum at Arrakerry on the 30ti 

idem. The country was a dense forest, and several fYa.a 

barriers bad to be 


Capture of Arrakerry 
in Mysore. 


dense forest, and several ranges of strong 
overcome. Captain Onslow Grose, of tlie 2nd 
Battalion 2nd Eegiment (20tii Eegiment M. N. I.)^ then doing duty 

mAihe Pioneers, was killed at one of the bamers, and was thus noticed 
m Colonel Montresor^s report : — 

“ I trust I may be permitted to express a sentiment of gratitude and 
regret when I mention that gallant and meritorious officer. Captain 
Grose of the Pioneers, who unfortunately was killed early in the day in 
endeavoring to place some ladders at one of the barriers ” 

Colonel Wellesley in his report to Army Head-quarters, wrote of 
Captain Grose as follows: “In Captain Grose, who was unfortunately 
killed, the- Honorable Company have lost a gallant, active, and 
zealous officer, who will be lamented by his whole profession.” 

The troops engaged on this service received the thanks of the Com- 
Wer-m-Ohief and of Government, dated respectively 8th and 12th 

In June Colonel Wellesley marched against the famous partisan 

Operations against , oondiah with two brigades of Cavalry, three 
Diiooniiiah. bngades of Infantry, and a body of Pioneers 

tinder^Captain Heitland, 

The Port of tae Bednore was taken by assault on the 27th, on which 
OaptnreofEanee Occasion Colonel Wellesley expressed himself 

Bednore. as "much pleased with the conduct of Colonel 

. 1 * 1 . . , Stevenibn and Lieutenant- Colonel Monypenny 

and the troops under thOir orders.” ^ 

On the eveffing of the Wth July, the Port of Koondgul was taken by 

Storm of Koo^enL the troops had marched above 22' 

niilese,and had been more than 12 bAn<»<! 
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Storm of DnmiQul. 


Defeat aBd death of 
DhooBdiah. 


On the 26th of the same month the Fort of Dnmmnl was taken. An 
extoct from the order issued on that occasion is given below. 

Caw^ at Bimwmd, Satiirdayy 26th July 1800. 

** Colonel Wellesley cannot siifScientlj express his satisfaction at the 
conduct of the troops engaged in the assault of 
Dummul this morning. His thanks are particu- 
larly due to * * * and to Captain Heitland 

and his corps of Pioneers/^ 

The camp of Dhoondiah, under the Fort of Manowly on the River 
Malpurha^ was surprised and cut to pieces on the 
30th July, and on the lOth September he was 
finally defeated and killed at Oonahgul ; but 
neither Infantry nor Pioneers appear to have taken part in either of 
these two actions, which were fought by the Cavalry brigade after 
forced marches. 

All of the troops employed upon this service received the thanks, 
both of the Madras Government and of the 
Thanks of Government. Governor- General in Council, dated respectively 
25th September and 24jth December 1800. 

During this year Government having instituted inquiries into the 
Increase to the pay of condition of tlie native soldiery, became satisfied 
the Native Army of that the rate of pay allowed ^‘'did not hear a just 
proportion to the expense of maintaining them- 
selves and their families, nor to the duties attached to the profession 
of arms,^^ and the matter was represented to the Governor- General^ 
under whose authority the amount of pay was increased, the change 
having effect from the 1st July 1800. The following is the scale then 
fixed for Pioneers : — 


Pioneers. 


Net pay per month, exclusive of 

Batta per day 

Bemarks. 

sstoppages for clothing. 


in the fieM. 


Pags. 

P. 

c. 

Pags. 

F. 

0. 

— ^ 

Jemadar 

7 



... 

3 


* Or in lieu thereof on© 

Havildar 

Naigae 

B 

2 

ii 



#i« 

*1 

40 
40 ^ 

seer of rice per day when 

1 rice is issued. 

Pioneer 

2 

10 


... 

#1 

m 





J emadars of six years^ standing to receive nine pagodas, and Jemadars 
of ten years^ standing to receive twtlve pagodas per mensem. 
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These rates were ordered to be clear and exclusive of all stoppages 
for clothing, which will continue to be provided for as at present by 
issues of cash from the Public Treasury/^ 

It was at the same time resolved that the Native officers and men, 
of whatever corps or ranks, who may lose a limb by wounds on actual 
service^ shall be pensioned on the full pay of their respective ranks/^ 

A small detachment of Pioneers accompanied the expedition to 
Expedition to Egypt. under J^Jaj or- General Paird in December. 

1800, 1801,1802. This force, owing to contrary winds in the Red 
Sea, did not join General Hntchinson^s army 
until September 1801. It left Cairo in May 1802 to return to India, 
and in July of that year it received the thanks of the Governor-General 
in GonnciL 

In 1803 His Majesty troops employed during the campaign were 
granted an honorary distinction, and such corps of the Oompany^s 
army as had also served being allowed to participate in the honor, the 
Madras Pioneers were permitted to carry the word “ Egypt on their 
colora. 

Early in 1801 the Polygars in the district of Tinnevelly broke out 
1801. rebellion, and a force of about 3,000 men, 

^ Ender the command of Major Colin Macaulay, the 

Resident at Travancore, was assembled at Kytar 
to act against them. A detachment of Pioneers under Captain Bagshaw 
was attached to this force. On the Slst March it arrived before the 
Eepniseat stronghold of the Polygars at Panjalamcoorchy, 

Paajaiamooarcliy. which had been taken by Colonel Pnllarton in 
1783 as mentioned above. The Port was of mud, with walls about 121 
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24 natiTOS were killed^ and o officers^ 76 Europeans^ and 96 natives 

wounded. 

The force continued to be actively employed during J une, July, 
August, and September, and the Polygars were reduced to submission 
early in October, on the 1st of which month the Fort at Caliacoil, the 
last stronghold of the enemy, was taken possession of by our troops. 
The greater part of the Polygar country was then a dense forest, and 
the labor undergone by the Pioneers and auxiliary working parties was 
extremely severe, and frequently performed under fire. 

During this service an attempt was made to cut a road through th© 
forest from the town of Sherwele to the Fort at Caliacoil, and was perse- 
vered in from the 31st July to the 30th August, when it was abandoned 
after about four nules of forest had been penetrated. The Pioneers 
were strengthened about the end of July by a detachment from Seringa- 
patam under Captain Heitland, which served with the force until the 
close of the operations. 

The following is an extract from the order issued 

Termination of tbe Government on the termination of the 

Polygar war. . 

service : — 

The whole course o£ operations connected with that service has been 
distinguished bj a spirit of animated bravery and persevering exertion 
which has merited the warmest approbation of the Governor in Oonncil, 
and His Lordsliip in Council, in bestowing upon the officers and troops 
the applause due to their conduct, reflects with the greatest satisfaction 
on the advantages which have been derived to the public interests by the 
suppression of a confederacy which threatened the most injurious conse- 
quences to the tranquillity of the British possessions/^ 

Early in 1800 a strong detachment was assembled at Seringapatam 
Service in tlie Wynaad Service in the Wjniaad and in Malabar against 

and in Malabar against the Pychy Rajah, but Operations were postponed^ 

tbe Pycby Eajab. move until late in the year, when 

Colonel Stevenson took command. The service was extremely severe 
and harassing, and was not concluded until May 1801, when Colonel 
Stevenson and the troops received the thanks of Government. The 
Pioneers suffered much from fever contracted in the jungles, and a 
large proportion of them were unfit for duty for some time after their 
return to Seringapatam. Those who recovered were sent to the south 
under Captain Heitland to join the force* under Colonel Agnew, then 
employed against the Polygars in Tinnevelly. « 

On the 5th January 1802 Colonel Wellesley marched from Soringa- 
1802. patam against the Rajah of Bullum in Mysore, 

^ tad again becomg refractory, •and on the 

1 6th idem h^ attaclijed and carried the Port at 






own^ sappees akd minees. 

Arrateny. Captain Heitland and the Pioneers were thanked in at 
order of the day from which the following is an extract 

“In the performance of this service I hare had every reason to he 
satisfied with the zeal, alacrity, and good conduct of all. My acknow- 
leagments are however particularly due to x 

Captain Heitland. and his Pioneers, 

The country m the neighbourhood of Arrakerry being thick forest, and 
The fortifications of village being fortified, Colonel Wellesley left 

aS^^yedSoada the purpose 

m^e down the protecting the Pioneers under Captain Heitland 

Lieutenant Davis, who were directed to fill 
ditches and destroy the fortifications of 
the viUages,to open roads through the forest, and also down the several 
passes leading into Malabar, viz., the Bissly, Seisul, Sampojee, and 

bmn fortifications of 25 villages appear to have 

been demohshed on this occasion. 

_ Early in 1803 the corps was further augmented, and reorganised 
in conformity with the following order, dated 28th January : — 

“ The present establishment of 14 companies of Pioneers to be 

ISCS. ■ “creased to 16 companies, and to he formed into 

fom'^Sto”^ separate battalions, each battalion to consist 

®tSCh 1 If* companies, and each company to consist 
qtt -n present strength, viz., 1 Jemadar 

3 Havildars, 3 Haignes, 1 Puckally, and 100 Privates.” ^ 

Captmn W. P. Heitland to command the 1st Battalion, 
t/aptain John Fitzpatrick do. 2nd do 

Brown and WilHam Davis and Lieutenant Barcky 
to do duty with the 1st Battahon. ^ 

2nd BatSiom ^""* *" 

; In March of the same vear tho -nroo • . l -, . „ . 
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Capture of Asseerghur* 
Battle of Argaum. 
Capture of Gawilgimr, 


These detachments were present at the different actions and sieges 
in which their respective divisions were engaged, 
reduction of the fortress of Ahmednuggnr 
in August 1803^ on which occasion the conduct 
of Captain Heitland, commanding the Pioneers, met with the particular 
approbation of the Governor-General in Council, conveyed in an 
order dated at Fort William on the 8th September ; 
Battle of Assaye. battle of Assaye on the 21st September, where 

15 of the Pioneers were killed and 51 wounded ; the capture of the 
pettah at Asseerghur on the 18th October, and 
the surrender of the fortress on the 19th idem; 
the battle of Argaum on the 29th November ; and 
the siege and capture of the fortress of Gawilghur 
in December. The following is an extract from 
Major-General Wellesley^s report of the siege of Gawilghur, dated 15th 
December : — 

In the performance of this service all the good qualities of British 
Major-General Welles- troops have been conspicuous to a degree which 
SnrerfGa^hur. ^ seldom witnessed. In bringing on tbeir 
ordnance and stores to the point of attack, the 
troops of Colonel Stevenson^s division performed the most laborious 
work with a zeal for the service, and patience and perseverance never 
surpassed ; and when opposed to the enemy their conduct showed the 
same gallant spirit that has carried the British troops through so 
many difficulties in the course of this war. 

* ^ 5fC ^ 

Captain Heitland of tbe Pioneers and Captain Johnson of the 
om ay Engineers are also entitled to my acknowledgments. 

“ The two latter were sent from my division to assist Colonel 
Stevenson.’’ 

The Pioneers were also engaged in the reduction of the hill forts of 
1804. Chandore and Galnah on the 10th and 26th 

1804. On the 3rd September of that 
year Government determined that provision should 
be made for the families of native officers qpd soldiers killed in action, 
and the following order was issued accordingly : 

‘‘ 2st. The half pay of Ms rank shall be allowed to the nearest heir 
Provisionforthefaiuiiies every Native officer and soldier of Cavalry 
Infantry. Pioneers, afid Gun Lascars who has died 
m battle, or m consequence of wounds received 
^dimg the late war against the Mahratta confederates. 

. ‘‘2nd. In cases where the families of the deceased* officers and 
^Ita-may consist only of women and aged persons, She provisiou 
shaU be continued dunug the Kfe Si the nearest heir of the family.” 


w - 


lilifMlIlli 
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In Febraary 1805 a brigade under Lieutenant-Colonel Oolman, of 
ieldser^^in wHcb a detachment of Pioneers formed a plrt, 

^deish and in was sent from Hyderabad to ioin the Poonnl. 

bnbsidiary Force under Colonel Wallace at 
imednuggur. A detachment was also employed during this year on 
witl, CoW Dov.ton'B P„L ia 0«.leisk S fa 

Oa the 11th Match 1806 the SoTemmeat, ia coaaHeration of the 
1806. laborious nature of the duties upon which the 

U batta allowed to Pioneers were frequently employed, issued an order 

he effect that the corns should at all timoc 


OT.& worn the report of Major Welsh, of the 
me^ im, to expr ess my entire a,pprobation of 

* Sth *Madras fight Cavalry. 
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tlieir conduct, and that of Lieutenant Bertram who commanded 
them.’^ 

The Governor in Council considers the execution of the above 
service to reflect equal honor on the judgment with which it was 
planned^ and on the signal zeal and bravery with which it was carried 
into effect. The Governor in Council accordingly conveys to the 
Honorable Lieutenant- Colonel Sentleger the expression of his warmest 
approbation and thanks^ and Lieutenant- Colonel Sentleger is request- 
ed to make known to the officers and troops under his command, 
particularly to Major Welsh, who gallantly and ably conducted the 
party employed in the assault, and to the other officers mentioned by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sentleger, the sentiments of cordial approbation 
due to their meritorious conduct.-^^ 





Capture of Cotanr and 
Hagercoil. 


A company of Pioneers under Lieutenant Patterson was engaged in 
the attack and capture of the fortified villages of 
Gotaur and Nagercoil on the 17th February. The 
following is an extract from Colonel Sentleger’s 
report on the occasion : — 

“ Their lines were attacked at daylight under a heavy fire from the 
battery, and from guns which opened in all directions, and were gal- 
lantly carried after a sharp action. The village, which is one of the 
largest and finest I have seen in India, was completely scoured, and 
the enemy forced to retreat in great confusion, protected in a great 
measure by the strength of the country in their rear. 

" I cannot sufficiently dwell on the judgment displayed by Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Macleod* in the form of attack, and gallantry of its 
execution, which must ever reflect on himself the highest credit, and 
on the detachment under his command.” 

Capture of the Forts of Pioneers were also present at the cap- 

SSSST* and Papanavema, 

on the 19th February, with which event the 
campaign terminated. 

In May 1809 the following complimentary order was issued regard- 

1809. conduct of a Madras force assembled at 

S,V Tnh M 1 1 r of Brigadier-General 

bir John Malcolm for an mtended expedition to the Persipi Gnlph ■ 

Fort St. George, 20th May 1809. 

Governor in CouLil has much satisfaction 
r Presidency the foUowing letter 

f»om Bngadier-General Malcolm, late Envoy-to the Court of Persia 
eontammg^an honorable testimony of the conduct of the .officers and 

~ — W \ ' 

m , m * EegimeSt - 
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men belonging to tbis estabKsbment^ composing part of the force 
lately assembled at Bombay under the Brigadier's command : 

To the Honorable Sir George Barlow^ BaH,^ 

Governor in Council 

Port St. George. 

" Sir,— I consider it an act of justice towards tlie different details of 
tHs Presidency wHcIi composed part of the force assembled under my 
orders at Bombay, to report their meritorious and exemplary conduct 
during their stay on that Island. 

These details amounted to near 1,000 men, and . the officers with 

them were about 50, and it wiD, I trust, be considered as highly 
honorable to the character of the Coast Army, that during five months 
that this party of troops were encamped near the populous town 
of Bombay I had not one complaint against them from any officer 
of Pohce, or from any of the authorities under Government, nor had 
1 occasion to pass a censure on the conduct of any one officer 
or to notice the occurrence of the sUghtest difference or contention 

beWeen any of the mdividuals of the detachment during the whole 
of that penod. 

« I trust I shaU be pardoned stating the obhgation I feel towards 
Major Resell, Captam Showers, Captain Poignand, and Captain 


to be worn as a mark of distinc- 
esrrioe. • tK»i, and as a proof of the sense entertained by 
" the .governor in Council of their attajohment to 
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tlie service^ and of tlieir meritorious conduct while absent from their 
own establishment/'* . 


Establishment of each 
Battalion fixed at 
^00 Rrivates. 


In the month of June the establishment of each 
battalion of Pioneers was fixed at 700 Privates. 


Expedition against 
Bourbon, 


In November the force assembled at Ashty under Colonel Barry 
Close for service in the Nagpore territories then 
^nndI?CoioiierXse. ^'^^ded by Ameer Kban, was formed into two 
Brigades of Cavaliy and three Brigades of 
Infantry. A body of Pioneers under Captain Bowes was attached* 
This force occupied Seronge in March 1810^ and 
remained in the field until May, when Colonel 
Close returned to Hyderabad, leaving one brigade to watch the Berar. 
frontier, and with this brigade one company of Pioneers remained. 

Early in the year an expedition was organised at Madras against 
the Island of Bourbon, and on the 23rd March Major-General Gowdie, 
commanding the army, reported to the Governor- General that the 
^nmber of Native Troops who had volunteered 
amounted to about 7,000 men, being nearly three 
times thej'nnmber required, and he at the same 
time recommended the officers and men, amongst whom were Captain 
Smithwaite and the Pioneers, to favorable notice, in consequence of 
which the following order was issued : — 

Fort 8t. George, 6th Apnl 1810. 

“ The Eight Honorable the Governor-General in Council is happy to 
Alacrity of the Native Observe by the following extract from a letter 

Troops in volanteer. from the officer commanding in chief that the 
mg or oreignsemoe. attachment and discipline of the 

Native Army under this Presidency, which was manifested by the recent 
determination of the Government to employ a respectable detachment 
from it upon foreign service, has been fully justified by the alacrity and 
ardor with which not only the troops selected for that duty, but 
several other corps, have volunteered for foreign service ,• and His 
Lordship requests that Major-General Gowdife will convey to the whole 
of these troops the expression of his warm approbatioS. of the zeal, 
fideliiy, and military spirit by which their conduct has been distin- 
guished on this important occasion. « 

“ The Eight Honorable the Governor-Generalln Oonncil is happy to 
wail himself of this opportunity of expressinjj^his fuHest approbatioa ?? 
j m the meritorious and zealous exertions on this occasion ofthe officer^" ^ 
whose names have b^n brought to his ngtice by Marfor-General 




iillHiiiiiiii* 
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In tte mouth of May a detachment of 200 Pioneers under Lieute- 
nant Scouler embarked at Quilon as part of the 
expedition, and was present at the capitulation of 
St. Denis and the surrender of the Island of 
Bourbon on the 8th July. Lieutenant-Colonel Hastings Fraser com- 
manding the first brigade, in his report of the surrender, dated 9th 
July, mentions Lieutenant Scouler of the Pioneers as having rendered 
tal service. The detachment was also present at 
the surrender of Port Louis and the Isle of 
France on the 2nd December. 

In October of this year the establishment of a 
battalion of Pioneers was fixed as follows : — 

Captains ... ... 3 

Subalterns ... ... ... ... ... ... 4 

Assistant Surgeon ... ... ... ... ... 1 

Jemadars 8 

Serjeant-Major ... ... ... 1 

Havildars 24 

Puckallies 9 

Faigues 24 

Privates 700 

Attached to the Battalion 

Maistry-Bricklayers 2 

Stone-cutters 3 

Sawyers 3 

Oonicopolies ... 2 

Vakeel 1 

Maistry 1 

Carpenters 4 

Smiths 4 

Hammermen 4 

Bellows boys 4 

Fative Dressers 2 

Toties ... rv 2 

The Serje^ts attached to battalions of Pioneers up to this time 
were thus dispensed with, and this grade does not appear to have been 
again introdnced mitil the^nversion of the Pioneers into Sappers and 
Miners in 183L ^ 

In April J.811 a bodj&nof Pioneers, consisting of 1 Captain, 4 Lieute- 
. iSiL nants, 2 Ensigns, and 300 natives, embarked fo 

Bspeditioiiagiiiist^aya. joi^ the expedition against Java, and was present 
during the operations wid^eh terminated in the capture of the works 


Capitulation of St. Denis 
and surrender of the 
Island of Bourbon. 


Eeviflion of 
Establishment, 
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Thanks of the Prince 
Eegent. 


and Port at Oomelis on the 26th August, and in the submission of the 
Island in September. 

The following is a copy of the order of the Oommander-in- Chief con- 
veying to the troops the thanks of His Eoyal Highness the Prince 
Eegent for their services during the expedition : — 

Sead Qua/rters, Choultry Plain, 23rd May 1812. 

" Lieutenant-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty has it in command from 
His Eoyal Highness the Prince Eegent to convey 
in Public Orders, and in the strongest terms, to 
the troops who achieved the conquest of Java, 
His Eoyal Highness’ approbation of the distinguished gallantry and 
spirit displayed by them during a succession of the most brilliant 
operations, and in particular on the 26th August, when the enemy’s 
entrenchments were assaulted and carried, and their army defeated and 
destroyed. 

"In communicating so gratifying an acknowledgment of their 
valuable services, the Lieutenant-General is convinced that the army 
it was his good fortune to command will justly appreciate the distin- 
guished honor conferred on them by His Eoyal Highness’ gracious 
approbation. 

"The marks of Eoyal approbation bestowed on their leaders are 
a soOTce of pride and gratification to every rank in well-conducted 
armies. With this impression the Lieutenant-General cannot refuse 
the assailants at Comelis the satisfaction of knowing that His Eoyal 
Highness the Prince Eegent has graciously announced his intention of 
bestowing medals on the superior officers of His Majesty’s and the 
Honorable Company’s Forces who distinguished themselves on the 
memorable service/^ 

The native troops which formed part of the expedition against the 
1812. French Islands in 1810 having returned to their 

Presidency early in 1812, the following order 
was issued shortly after their arrival : — 

Fori St. George, llth February 1812. 

‘‘The whole of the native troops employed in the late expedition 
agamst the Islands of Bourbon and Mauritius having returned to 
Port Saint George, the Honorable the Gcwemor in Council performs 
a satisfactory part of his duty in requesting ILat His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief will be pleased to conyey to the several native 
corps and detachments which served at the conquest of ^oee Islands 
the public thanks of the Government for tfe alaorify which thev 
embarked on that service, for the ghllantiy which they displayed' when 
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opposed to the enemjj and for their nnifoi-m good conduct on all occa- 
sions during the period of their absence from the coast.-” 

In August of the same year a force -was assembled at Bellary under 

Lieutenant-Colonel Do-wse for field service in the 

Lientenanfc-Colonel nr i j. , . . 

Dome’s field force in soutliern Mahratta country, consisting of a detach- 

S^nntry. Artillery, the 1st BattaHon H.M. 56th 

Eegiment, 1st Battalion 22nd Eegiment Native 

Infantry, 1st Battalion 24th Eegiment Native Infantry, and a detachment 

of Pioneers. This force continued in the field until May 1814, when it 

returned into the Madras Presidency with the thanks of the Eesident at 

Poonah and the approbation of the G-overnor-General in Council 

conveyed in a letter dated Port Wilham, 20th May 1814. 

On the 23rd February 1813 new regulations for the Eecruit estab- 
1813. Hshments attached to corps were published, and 

EecrniiandPeasioned ^hat occasion Eecruit and Pensioned Boys 
Boys attached to the appear to have been allowed to the corps of 
BattaKonsof Pioneers. time* The number fixed 

for each battalion was 30 Recruit and 30 Pensioned Boys^ who were to 
be entertained in conformity with the followina* rules : — 


S'iPFlES AHD MMES.. 

Head Qiiariers Choultry Plains XQih Augmt 1813. 

The following General Order by the Commandor-in-CMef of the* 
forces on the Island of Java^ dated Head-quarters, Weltervreden, 5tli 
June 1813, having been received. His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief has great satisfaction in publishing it to the army as an additional 
testimony of the merits of * * * as well as of the detachment 

of the Madras Pioneers 

Head Quarters Welterv-reden^ bth June 1813'. 


^^The Oommander-in-Chief has equal pleasure in recording his sense 

Complimentary order Conduct of the detachment of the Madras 

by tbe Commander. Pioneers commanded by Lieutenant Stuart, who 

in-Ciiief in Java. have been uniformly distinguished by a zeal and 

steadiness, and patient enduring under trying circumstances, which 
have rendered their services eminently useful, and themselves deserv- 
ing of particular regard and consideration.'*^ 

On the 3rd November of this year the establishment of European 
Eevision of tbe officers fixed in October 1810 for a battalion of 

esfcabiisbmenfc of Pioneers of eight companies was revised, and 
Enropean offioersv ordered to consist of 2 Captains, 6 Subalterns,, 
and 1 Assistant Surgeon., 

In December 1814 an Adjutant was allowed for each battalion of 
IS 14 Pioneers, and these appointments having been 

An Adjutant allowed to Conferred on Subalterns serving with the corps, an 
each battalion. additional Subaltern was posted to each battalion.. 

During the same month a strong body of Pioneers was attached to 
a force assembled under Lieutenant- Colonel 

Thompson for service in Ceylon, but the rebel- 
lion in that Island having been suppressed before 
the embarkation of the force, it was broken up in January 1815.. 

Early iu 1815 two companies were employed with the Hyderabad 
1815 Subsidiary Force nnder Colonel Doveton„then in 

Army of EeseWe. advance near Bllichpoor, An army of reserve,, 

to winch a body of Pioneers was attached, was 
formed at this time, and the Oommander-in-Chief assumed command 
of it on the 31st March, but the force was broken up on the 2.5 th April,, 
being no longer required. * 

In November a body of Pioneers was attached to tbs' force assem- 

BarreBderof Kumool. Marrfott.for service 

• in Kumool, and was present at the* surrender of 

the Port at the town of that name^n the,.15.th December. The force^ 


Surrender of Kumool. 
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was broken np in June 1816 and an ordinary garrison left in occnpa- 
tion of the district, on which occasion the following order was 
issued: — 

Fort St. George, 29th June 1816. 

The Sovemor in Council takes the occasion of breaking up the force 
assembled for field service in Kumool to publish in General Orders 
his entire satisfaction with the zeal and ability manifested by Colonel 
Marriott in all the operations of his late important charge. The 
exemplary conduct in every respect of the ofiicers and soldiers who 
served under his command is also entitled to high commendation." 

The garrison remained in Kurnool untfi April 1817, when the British 
^oops were withdrawn from that territory. 

When the Mahratta war broke out in 1817, 400 Pioneers were 
attached to the first division of the army of the 
Deccan under the personal command of Lieutenant- 

^ Sir Thomas Hislop, Commander-in-Chief, 

400 to the second division under Brigadier-General Doveton, and 

400 to the reserve division commanded by Brigadier-General Thomas 
JEnnro, 

During this service, which continued until May 1819, the Pioneers 
were actively employed and were present at the actions and sieges 
specified below, vi^, Brigadier-General Lionel Smith’s action at the 
Yelloima Pord near Poonah on the 16th November 1817, where 1 Havil- 
dar and 4 Privates were wounded. 

The battle before the city of Nagpore on the 16th December, and the 

Battle at Nagpore and 19th to the 80th idem, 

^pitnlationofthat when it capitulated. 1 Jemadar and 7 Privates 
r. ™ wounded during the siege. 

The battle at Mahidpoor on the 21st December. Their services on 
Battle of Mahidpoor, occasion were acknowledged by the Com- 

j i r XT -r. J“8,nder-in-Chirf in the following words : “ The 
conduct of the Pioneers under Captain McCraith was highly meritori- 
ous ^d essentially useful." A comphmentary order was io issued 
k, am«mr.0ener.l, iUled C«mp ,t Oook.r, 1st Janm,, ;818. 

The reW rf tie Fert .t H„,lgeo„a in Deeember by alt pert of 
E^fof Norrigoond. the reserve division under the iTrimfiflmto 


1817. 

Mahratta war. 


Hoobly by the same ofiScer 

C^vture of Hie fortress 
of Bada^m and other Badar 
Eorts by ErigaWer. .Li 

6^eral M&rL 
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Sead Quarters of the Army of the Becom, Gamp at Bizapore^yf; /■'. 

Friday I'^th Mar 

The expression of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 's 
approbation and applause is also due to * * * and the 

detachment of Madras Pioneers for the admirable spirit and coolness 
they evinced in the attack/^ 

The assault on the Fort at Talnair on the 27th February by the 
division under General Hislop, from whose oi'der 
Capture of Tainan. occasion the following is an extract :• — 

The conduct of the Pioneers duidiig the whole of their arduous 
duties in the attack of yesterday was such as to call forth the highest 
approbation of the Commander-in- Chiefs and His Excellency offers 
to Captain McCraith, commanding the Pioneers, his warmest acknow- 
ledgments for his own distinguished and exemplary conduct, as well 
as to the whole of the Officers, Non-Commissioned, and Privates of the 
corps/^ 

The capture of Singhur by the detachment under Brigadier- General 
Pritzler, which was thus acknowledged in General Orders by the 
Commander-in-Chief : — 

The Fort of Singhur having surrendered to Brigadier-General 
Pritzler^s detachment on the 2nd instant, His 
Capture o ing ur. Excellency the Commander-in-Chief congratulates 

that officer and the gallant troops under his command on the possession 
of so strong a fortress with so little loss. 


" The conduct of the Artillery, Pioneers, and troops in general was 
highly praiseworthy, and the Commander-in-Chief notices with much 
satisfaction the commendation which Brigadier- General Pritzler has 
bestowed on them for their zeal and cheerfulness on all occasions/^ 

The surrender of the Ports of Jeypoor, Vizierghur, and Poorunder 
Surrender of Jeypoor, the detachment under the same officer on 

the 12th, 15th, and l^th March respectively. 

The surrender of Gokauk on the 9th March to thei» detachment of 

Captoe of Gokank. Brigadier- General 

Munro, and the siege of the Port of Belgaum hy 
detachmeftt fr<)m the 20th March to 
the 10th April, on which day it capitulated. 

• The reduction of Wasota on the 7th April hy Brigfedjpr-General 

Eedactioa-ftf M^asota. Pritzler’s' detachment which rejoined General 
Munro on tha 22nd idem. . * 


Keduction^f Wasota. 
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Eeduction of lull forts 
in Candeish by tbe 
force under Lient,- 
Coionel A. McDowalL 


Major-General Sir B. Scot, k.c.b, 

Mad^s Pioneer^ 
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Tte estaBIistinent of each batt 
was again revised during the ye 
follows 


Bevision of 
©stablishment, 


Captains ... 

Lieutenants ... 
Ensign ... 

Adjutant 

Assistant Surgeon 
Serjeant-Major 
Jemadars ... 

Havildars ... 

Puckallies ... 

Naigues 
Privates 


Attacked to the Battalion 
Recruit Boys 

Pensioned Boys * *** ^ 

Native Dressers 

Vaieel ... “] | 

Conicopolies j 

Maistry ... ^ 

Do. Bricklayers . * ^ 

Stone-cutters “* ^ 

Carpenters ... ... ^ 

Smiths * **' ■” ^ 

Hammermen ... . **’ ^ 

Bellows Boys ... ^ 

Puckallies ... ^ 

Toties ... ■” ^ 

2 

Detataeateot ftoaeera „er, p„Bsnt rt tli. reduction of 
I*" 1819, «id at a 

fortresses of wkick the war may be said t( 

0* AB»ergta and O 

.19+iv Ar t. ®i®ge of Asseerghur comment 

- 17th March and ended on the 9th April 1819 TTio i 

•ried hy assault on the 18fe March 

— * n » S' and preparation Pt 
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The siege of the hill fortress of Copaiildroog commenced 
on the night of the 8th May. The lower Forts surrendered on the 
11th and the upper Fort was carried by assault on the 13th idem. 
Captain Smithwaite and the Pioneers were thanked by Brigadier- 
General Pritzler for their unwearied exertions during the siege. One 
Private was killed and 7 Privates wounded. 

A detachment was present at the assault of the outwork at Rarree 
in the Sawunt Waree country on the 13th Febru- 
Assanit of Rarree. force under Major-General Sir W. Grant 

Keir, on which occasion 1 Private was killed and 1 Private wounded. 
Soon after the termination of the war, recruiting for the corps of 
Pioneers was suspended, and the battalions conse- 
quently fell considerably below their proper 
strength; but early in 1821, on the strong recom- 
mendation of Sir Thomas Munro for the reasons 
assigned in the following Minute, the Government 
resolved to keep the corps complete : — • 


Suspension of 
recruiting for the 
Pioneers. 

Minute by Sir Thomas 
Munro and Resolution 
of Government to keep 
the corps complete. 


Minute by Sir Thomas Munro ^ dated Zdili January 1821. 

The report of the Quartermaster-General, dated the 18th instant, 
exhibits in so clear and forcible a manner the useful services of the 
corps of Pioneers, and the inconvenience that must result from any 
diminution of its strength, that I have no hesitation in recommending 
to the Board that the order for suspending the recruiting of that corps 
be withdrawn and it be kept complete. 

It will be seen from the distribution statement transmitted by the 
Quartermaster-General that the greater part of the Pioneers are 
employed under the orders of the Supreme Government with the 
different subsidiary forces in advance, and that within our own frontier 
we have only two companies, the whole of which, with the exception of 
the small party doing duty in the cantonment of Bangalore, are 
employed in opening the Periah Ghaut between Mysore and Malabar. 

We have no inland navigation, and the only communication therefore 
between the coast and the interior, whether for military or commercial 
purposes, are the different passes, which are at all times difficult and often 
impassable from want of timely repair. Had we no use for Pioneers with 
our armies, it would still be necessary to keep them up in order to repair 
these passes as public works essential to 4he trade of the country, for 
if we did not we should be obliged to have recourse to common laborers, 
who, from their want of skill, would be mucl^more expensive. But the 
‘services of the Pioneers are applicable not only to the irffpoi^tant weighs 
of opening and repairing passes, but to thg constructioia of roofs and 
temporary buildings at all our miMtarystigtions, whi<£ would otherwise 
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be executed at a greater expense by tie Engineer Department. Tie 
Pioneers are at all times productive laborers. They are never idle, and 
as the work on which they are usually engaged could not be executed 
so cheaply by any other class of laborers, there would be no economy 
in reducing their number. The communications must be kept open 
between the countries on the east and west coast and those above the 
ghauts j and if we have not Pioneers, it must be done by common 
laborers and the lower class of cultivators drawn together from a distance 
and most frequently by compulsion, to work among unhealthy jungles 
where many of them lose their lives, and where their labor after all is 
much more expensive from their want of the necessary skill than that of 
Pioneers. Considerations therefore of humanity, as well as of economy 

urge the propriety of maintaining the Pioneer corps at their full 
establishment* 

(Signed) THOMAS MXINEO. 

The Board concur in the opinion of the President on the useful 
services of the corps of Pioneers and on the inconvenience which would 
result from any diminution of its strength. 

Resolved accordingly that the recruiting of the Pioneers, wMoh was 

suspended on the 17th July 1819, be continued, and that the corps be 
kept complete. ^ 


The 1st Battalion of Koneers embarked at Madras in April 1824 with 
the first division of the troops composing the 
expedition to Burmah, and landed at Rangoon on 
. , j ^ the 11th May, being then 552 strong, officers 
included. The spirit by wHch this battaUon, in common with the rest 
of the Madras Native Army, was actuated, was brought to the notice of 
the Governor-General by Sir Thomas Munro in a letter dated 22nd May 
lo24, from which, the following is an extract : 

“ We have got the Pioneers, whom I did not expect so soon ; they have 
Forced maroh of been enabled to join only by very extraordinary 

HyS^Madras. them from the neigh- 

on -1 j -1 Hyderabad has marched at the rate 

of 25 nffies dail^ for 15 days, without a halt, at the hottest time of the 
battalions have embarked without a man being 
c^dLv?"“ T meritorious; no Buropeaf 

could have evinced more readiness to ge on foreimi 


1824 . 

First war in Biirmaii, 


Kfonmendin© and 
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the column under tlie immediate command of Sir Archibald Campbell, 
and seven by that under Brigadier- General MacBean. These last were 
all taken by escalade, the Pioneers being very forward throughout, and 
advancing to place the ladders against the second large stockade 
without waiting for a covering party. 

A party was employed with the detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kelly of the Madras* European Eegiment, by which two stockades in 
the Dallah creek were taken on the 8th August. 

On the 22nd September the stockades near Pagoda Point beyond 
Kemmendine, were taken by a detachment under Brigadier- General 
H. Fraser, on which occasion the Pioneers were employed. General 
Fraser, in his report dated 27th September, speaks of the troops in the 
following terms : — “ Major Sale and all the officers and men, both 
Europeans and Natives, evinced the utmost zeal 
Pago'Ja spirit in the performance of every duty 

required from them, and endured their fatigues 
with the utmost cheerfulness. The native troops I beg particularly to 
notice, who, for the space of four days, had few opportunities of 
dressing any food.” 

On the 5th October a detachment composed of 800 men, taken from 

Bepulse at KyHoo. Regiments of Light Infantry, and 

40 Pioneers under Captain Milne, were sent against 
KyHoo under Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, c.b. The stockade at Toda- 
gabe was carried by escalade the same day. On the evening of the 
7th, after having stormed a succession of breast-works, the detachment 
came in front of the stockade at Kykloo, and being repulsed with some 
loss it fell back. Captain Moncrieflfe and Lieutenant and Adjutant 

Ocoupatioii of Kykloo. Campbell of the Pioneers were wounded on this 

occasion. On the 9th October a reinforcement 
under Brigadier McOreagh was sent out, which occupied Kykloo 
without opposition, and then destroyed a large stockade and a village 
bssyond it. The Pioneers were mentioned by Brigadier McCreagh in 
the following words « The effective exertions of the Madras Pioneers 
under Captain Milne attracted the notice of every one.*^ 

On the 8th October Major Thomas Byans, H.M. S8th Regiment, 

Thantabain. <3etachment agapst the fortified 

_ • village of Thantabain, which was carried without 

loss. The following extract is taken from Major Evans’ report “ I 
cannot close my report without mentioning the veiy meritorious services 
of Brevet-Captain Wheeler and the detachment of Pioneers that 
^^mpamed me. Their prompt and rea^dy zeal in situations of 
oiflicalty and danger was not less conspicuous than thefr indefatigable 
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* Afterwards tbe Madras KilMliers ; H.M. 10and*Eegimeiit. 
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jrmmg omer parts oi tfieir labonous duty, and the very 
wHch they repeatedly dashed forward with scaling 
onorable to themselves as it was a gratifying mark of 
ace in the troops employed." 

v&iQ engaged in the attacks on Bnndoolah's army in 
front of Eangoon during the first week of Decem- 
ber, which terminated in his defeat on the 7th 
idem. 

The following is an extract from Sir Archibald Campbell's order on 
the occasion, dated 8th December 1824 : — 

“ The conduct of Captain Wheeler and the Madras Pioneers is justly 
a theme of praise to every officer they are placed under." 

On the night of the 8th December a party of Pioneers accompanied 
a detachment under Major Ferrier of the 43rd 
^^£diesat»allah. Regiment Madras Native Infantry, which sur- 
prised the enemy at Dallah, driving them from 
their trenches and taking ten guns. 

The battalion was engaged in the attack and capture of the strong 
Stockades at Eokdn. stockades'at Kokain on the 15th December, when 


Actions in front of 
' Hangoonr 


1825. 

Bislodgment of the 
enemy from Syriam, 
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)on the next work, the troops re-omBarkod and tlio 
n the river to await reinforcements. Sir Archibald 
ing this intelligence^ returned to Donabow, where h© 
md column on the 25th March* The battertei 
Lst April, and the Fort was evacuated the same 
night. The army then moved forward to Pn)m0 
and occupied that place without opposition on the 
25th April. 

a force under Lieutenant-Colonel Godwin, H.M, 
ipanied by a body of Pioneers, wa.s sent to explore 

the 2 kh of 


On the 5th May 
41st Eegiment, accoBi'^ 

the country in the direction of Tonghoo, and returned on 
the month after having made a circuit of 189 miles. The army 
remained at Prome until the end of the year, first on account of the 
rains in June, July, and August, and afterwards owing to an amiistico 
for one month, the terms of which wex-o agreed upon on the Ifith 
September. The 1st Battalion of Pioneers suffered much from sickness 
at this time, as it appears from a present state of 
the Army, dated at Prome on the IHfch Axigust, 
that out of 542 rank and fib 183 wore in 
hospital, being at the rate of 24i per cent. 

The rates in the European and Native Infantry on the same date 
were vexy much less, viz., 11*30 and 14*55 per cent, respectively. This 
difference in all probability was owing to the severe and laborious 
nature of the duties performed by the Pioneers, 

The battalion was engaged in the actions at Simbike and NopadM 

AAm^Thom. ^th Decemlwr. 

Lieutenant J. Smith was dangerously wounded 
on the first of those occasions. 

Oh the 19th January 1826 the fortified and entrenched city of Melloon 
jg 2 g ®'ri»cked and carried. Sir Archibald Catnpbeli, 

<^*6 of Meiioop. “ ^ report to the Supreme Government, dated 
20th January, thus meutions the Pioneers: **l 
the construction of batteries, and the landing of heavy ordnance 
^ flotilla to commence immediately;, after midnight, wd every 
^msxte arrangement to be made for an early attack \|poB Melbcm. 

18 iE Council will be enabled to appreciate tike *^1 and exer- 

tion mth which my orders were carried into effect ander the direction of 

Ct UndemooTtti *db 

^ st ^ttahon Madras Pioneers, Under tl^e command of Capteift 

andT* ^ obbok the next momia^I Ind 

of Z ordnance in battery on jfointe presenting fiteUt 

more tUau one mde on the casJsm ba#k of the Irmwddy, which 
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city by storm. agaim-mew, and on the 9tli February defeated 

the enemy near that place and stormed the city 
on the same day. 

A party of the corps was present with the detachment under Lieute- 
SeprfseatSittang. nant-OoIonel Conry, which was repulsed at the 
Capture of Sittang. of the stockade at Sittang on the 7th 

same r.]ee. t. T • r ®^so at the successful attack on the 

place by l.eute.„l.o„lo.el Peppec „„ the 11th idem 

Pcce wee conoWrf on the 24th Pebrn»j, end shortly’ eflerwerfe 

Peace with Ava. /le services of the Pioneers were acknowledged 

in the foUowing words-— 
T1 Oovemor-Cfenerel in Oonncil eeWIedgee, wilTeclr 

General 3ovemor. approbation, the gallant and indefatigabte exer- 
tions of that valuable corps, the Madras Pioneers, 
under Captain Crowe/^ ^ 

1 the year 1823 lie Oort „£ lectors issned order, for the reduc- 

into a Corps of m ^ 3’emaining battalion siould be 

Sappers and Miners, omceredfrom the corps of Engineers The 

the proposed change ^ 

the labor of PioLera^nrfLs^^^'l!* advantage cannot be derived from 
quently that it would be for tb^ ‘ ^ ®“^tifically directed, and conse- 
the Pioneers should he + interest of the service that the whole of 

:Sxr ^h^fr »^~rsTn^' 

Addiscombe, and it seems to be\'^W-^ pnrposes at 

XAteTf 

Engineers, and the ^ fton^ be transferred to tbo 

X- XI . the hue at -present attaeKerq +,, xn 
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great detriment to the public service, for wMcb reason Sir Thomas 
Munro, then Governor of Madras, strongly advocated the maintenance 
of both battalions upon the existing footing for the time being, but as he 
anticipated the most beneficial results from eventually converting one 
battalion into Sappers and Miners/' he recommended that a party of 
Non-Commissioned Officers, duly instructed at Chatham under Colonel 
Pasley of the Eoyal Engineers, should be procured from England, 

The Court acceded to the postponement of the fulfilment of their 
orders, and these were not carried out until 1831, 
early in which year one Serjeant, one Second 
Corporal, and eight Private Sappers arrived from Chatham. About 
the same time the services of several officers of Engineers became 
available owing to the discontinuance of the forces in the Doab and in 
Travancore ; and the subject of the reorganisation of the Pioneers was 
again taken into consideration by Government. 

Lieutenant-General Sir George Walker,* o.c.b., then Oommander-in- 
Sir George Walker’s opposed the proposed change in a Minute 

opinion on the dated 7th February 1831, on the ground that the 

proposed change. corps of Engineers could not, in his opinion, supply 
commissioned officers in sufficient numbers to preserve interior 
economy and discipline, and also because he assumed that the corps, 
as newly constituted, would cease to be under the immediate control of 
the Commander-in- CSiief. 

As Sir George Walker, in his Minute above specified, took occasion 
to speak very highly of the corps of Pioneers, the following extracts 
therefrom are here given : — 

They have now been in. existence as distinct and separate batta- 
lions for a great number of years, and during that 
His recognition of the • t .i i •» 

value of the services period they have shared in every active service 

ofthecorpsof that has gone forward. In the Ava war they 

may be said to have essentially contributed to 
the success of our arms. The constitution of the corps as it at present 
stands I consider to be hardly capable of improvement. 


“ The experience of the last 25 years will iSest vindicate the constitu- 
tion and establishment of the Pioneer corps. They htve ever been 
mentioned in terms of the highest commendation, and in Ava parti- 
cularly their conduct was beyond praise. 


If they are required for the siege of any fi^ified position the details 
that are necessary for the service are placed at the disposal of the 

s»__ ^ ' P 

— — # iSr^ 

* Commanded the 7th Division at the Imttle aitiOrthes in Pehrnapr 18X4 
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En^neers, and when the service is 
Head-quarters. When I know therefor 
much mihtaiy success depends 
men, I naturally come to the qnes 
he escalade of every fortified r 
the gallantry of the Pioneers, 
car^ scaling ladders where it is 
soldier for actual co 
success must natural] 
arrangement will be a 
Commander-in-Chief c 

part of the Military b, 
for the efficiencv nf 


lea mey are returned to 

my own experience, how 
sonal intrepidity of these 

igs of no trifling interest, 
country) must depend upon 
itute can be furnished to 
so necessary to preserve the European 
I repeat again that upon this corps 
^ It IS therefore to be bonorl + 1 , j. ^ 
auctioned by Government which wii?f ^ 
of the management and control of so im^prr 
'ody, and without which he f i ™Portant a 
le army. lasponsible 


*^refore,J am indu« 

nment vnll preserve this fine 
* a spirit amongst them whi 

!y place/^^+T.^ evinced an intrepidit 
7 placed them so high in the es 
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the corns of Tfn ■ ^ tappers s 
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m the following order .- 
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and that it shall n an< 

th an A%tant and sui Xr 
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Madras Army. They hare 
“jm-ed, may never be i 
conduct them, they have 
^iioh has deserved! 
Government." 

The difficulties 
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of Pioneers should be 
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resolution was promulgated 
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" 3. Tlie following establishment is accordingly fixed for the corps of 
Sappers and Miners/ which will consist of eight companies 


Estahlishment. 


Captain Commanding ••• ••• ^ 

Subalterns ... ••• ® 

Assistant Sm'geon ... ... .•• ... ••• ^ 

.Non-effective Staff— 

■ ■ 1 ■ 

' ..Adjutant . .•* ,*•* ••• ■ 

Serjeant-Major ■... ... »■••• ••• ^ 

Quartermaster Serjeant ... ... ... 1 

Serjeants' ... . ... ■•••. *•* ^ ... 

Na.tives — 

. Jemadai’S ■ .... ... ■••• ••• ^ ^ 

Ha-vildar-Major ... ... ... ^ 

Havildars ... ... ••• •** 

Naigues ... ... ••• 

Privates ... ... ••• ••• ••• ... 640 

Kecruit and Pension. Boys ... ... ... ••• 4i8 

Puckallies .. ... ... ••• **' ® 

Pay Havildars (Non-effective) ... ... ... 8 

Assistant Apothecary ... ... ... ... 1 

Second Dresser ... .... ... 1 

Toties ... -** ••• 2 

^ , VakeeL ^ . ••• '■ . ; - 

J3azaar Servants-— , 

Clioudry ... ... ... 1 

Cooly Maistry r.* ••• ^ 

Bullock Maistry ... ... ... ... ... 1 

■ 'Peons,.**,.. ..... *•* ,.2:-..';, 

Artificers — 

■ 

Hammermen ... -.f .*• 4 

Bellows Boys ... ... . ... ... 4 

4. The Commanding Officer and Adjutaififof Sappers^ni Miners, 
and Offic<^’s commanding companies, are authorised to di^w the same 
staff pay and allowances as Officex^s %i Pioneers of corresponding rank. 



2nd Lieut. Henry "Watts. 

« „ John Parry Power. 

3> Thomas Smythe. 


are to <4ake effect from the 1st 
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“5. The pay of the Em'opean Non-Commissioned Staff of the 
Sappers and Miners is fixed as follows 


Serjeant-Major ( 

Quartermaster Serjeant...! 


Serjeant 


Pay 
Bath 
Staff Pay 

Per Month 

... ••• 

iBatta ... 

. Per Month . 


RS. 

A. 

P- 

35 

0 

0 

8 

7 

0 

14 

0 

0 

57 

7 

0 

28 

11 

10 

8 

7 

0 

37 

2 

10 


f 4 .-L ' Sappers and Miners will be entitled to the benefit 

ot the non-effectire establishment to share in prize-money, to compen- 

^•my ^ ^ ’ terms as other branches of the 

7. Mess tent allowance, peace and field, will be drawn by the 
corps of Sappers and Miners the same as for a battaHon of Pioneers. 

* * * * 


• allowance on account of a Eegimental School autho. 

” « Pioneers is sanctioned for the Sappers and Miners 

**1 nnu..v o 1 jr» . _ 


1 A m CN cciiu. jj-xiiiura, 

...f 1 . tv immediate 

control of the Chief Engineer, who will communicate direct with 

Government on all subjects connected with its employment: the 
iscipline and economy of the corps to be directed by His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief. 


12 Captain Lawe of Engineers is appointed to command the 

Lieutenant Lawford to be Adjutant. 
Id. The foUowmg Subaltern Officers are posted to the corps of 
Sappers and Miners, viz. : — 

1st Lieut. Stafford Vardon. 

„ „ Jasper HigginSbn Bell. 

» Frederick Ditmas. 

2nd „ John Clarke Shaw. 

^ be^othed as Engineers on the next issue of 

and Mmers ter the corps of Sappers 

, . the amount of which wffl in the Pioneerc, 


..OWN AND 

In December tlie C and G Companies of tbe Sappers and ^inere 
embarked for Malacca under Lieutenants Watts 
and Smytbe, and were employed with tbe field 
Fieldservioe in Malacca. under Lieuteuant-Oolonel Herbert in 1832, 

Duriim tHs severe and harassing service the detacbment was present at 

the assaultandcaptureof the stockades at Sungei-puttye^ o^^^^ 

17th March; of those at Kalama on the 25th idem; of the woiks at 
Bookit-si-Boorsoo on the 25th May; and of the stockades at Taboo on 
the 15th June, by which last event the war was brought to a successful 

termination. j .r a tti 

In July 1832 the head-quarters of the corps, and the A ana i) 

Companies embarked to join the force in Malacca and reached Penang 
on their way, but returned from that place to Madras m August, 

their services not being required in Malacca. ^ c tv = 

In June 1833 a despatch was received from the Court of Directors 
ordering the reduction of “ the establishment of 
incon>oraao7of the Sappers and Miners, or of Pioneers, ^whichever 
2iMi Battalion of tllGy 1)G CBillGd;, tO OD6 bOjtucUlOll j; IB. 

Sb conformity with which the remaining battalion of 

and Miners. Pioiieers was absopbed in th© corps of Sappers 

and Miners in tlie manner directed in tbe following order 

Head Quarters, Ohoultry Plmn^ 27th December ISm. 

Under tbe sanction of tlie Right Honorable tbe Governor in Oonncil, 
and witb reference to tbe G.O.G. of tbe 7tb June last, tbe Command ei* 
in-Cbief directs that the corps of Pioneers be incorporated into the 
Sappers and Miners from the 1st February next. 

The European Officers now serving witb tbe Pioneers are to muster 
and pay their men, and settle all accounts np to the 31st January 
inclusive^ from which date their present employment and pay as 
Pioneer Officers are to cease, and they will proceed to join their 
respective coips. 

*^The Native Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, Naigues, Privates, 
Puckallies, Boys, Maistries, and Artificers are to be borne on the returns 
of the Sappers and Miners as supernumeraries until vacancies occur to 
bring them upon the establishment, or unl^il otherwise disposed of.'' 


The following distribution of the eight companies of Sappers and 
Miners is established from the 1st February 
Distribution of tbe 1834 in Order to give a fair distribution of 
the command allowance and Pay Havildars : — • 
Regimental Head -quarters. Bangalore • • . 3 Odlnpfyiies. 

•Detachment, Neilghemes , . . ^ . . . 2 ^ do.' 

yl j' 

HiP, Hyderabad Road 2 ^ do, 
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In February and Mareli 1834 a detacliment of Sappers and Miners 
1834 ™^er Lieutenants Power and Macaulay, served 

Service in Kimedy. with the force employed on field service in the hill 

zemindary of Kimedy, and were included in the 
thanks of Government conveyed in the order of the 1st July from 
which the following^ is an extract : — - 
“The Governor in Council has observed with high approbation the 

exemplary conduct of aril the troops employed in this arduous and 
harassing service, their patient endurance of extraordinary fatigue and 
privations, and the gallant and resolute spirit with which they executed 
every enterprise to which they were led by their officers, whose activity 
and energy have been conspicuous.” ^ 

Detachments of the corps were employed in the Ooorg war of 1834, 
War in Coorg. served with the head-quarter column under 

®wgadier Lindsay, the western column under 
o onel Pouhs, and the northern column under Lieutenant-Colonel 

Waugh. 

The head-quarter column crossed the frontier on the 1st April and 
arrived before the capital on the 7th idem, having met with Httle 
opposition.* 

The western column earned several stockades near Stony river on the 
nd and 3rd April, with the loss of 48 men killed and wounded of 
whom six were Sappers. The northern column was unsuccessful 
laving been repulsed at the stockades in the Buck Pass on the 8rd 

Aprd with the loss of 166 killed and wounded, of whom 17 belonged to 
the Sappers. 

In October 1834 the following order was issued by the Governor- 
General when granting a medal to Havildar Ohokalingum of the 
Sappers and Miners for distinguished conduct in Coorg : 

Bangalore, lUh October 1834. 

“ The Right Honorable the Oommander-in-Chief having laid before 
Honorfuy Medal Council of India the proceedings of a Court of 

^nfeiTGd on Havildar Enquiry assembled at Ootacamund on the 27tli 
« ultimo, 'of which Lieutenant-Colonel King was 

w jiii HIT to ascertain the claims of certain native 

so diers of the Madi-as Army reported conspicuous for gallantry during 
e a e operations in Coorg, and it appearing that Havildar Choka- 

satisfactorily 

stabhshed pretensions to eminent braveiy in the advance of the column 
under the comnw,nd.of ColoSsl Poulis, the Governor-General in Council, , 
a mark of the Mgh sense he entertains of the distinguished conduct 

^ _ ' " ;» — — — - 

^ B 'jab ga-^e up da the Idtih, and with that event hostilities terminated* 
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of tiat Non-commissioned Officer, is pleased to confer upon him an 
honorary medal, and an increase for life of one-third of his present 
pay.” 

In September 1885 Goyernment, to "mark their approbation of the 
183S. conduct and services” of the troops employed in 

Gratnitytothe troops ^imedy in 1833-34, granted a gratuity to the 
employed in Kimedy Em’opean officers, equal to one month’s pay and 
during 1833-34. allowances, and one month’s pay to the Native 

officers and men of all ranks engaged in the said service. 

In December of the same year the Gommander-in-Ohief having 

Keviewandinspeotion ^^viewed the Sappers and Miners at Mercara in 
of^tiie Sappers and Ooorg* issued a Iiiglily cojnplimentaiy order 
^^ntojLcihief. J^egarding the intelligence displayed by them in 

the rarious operations of attack and defence which 
they executed during the inspection. 

In December 1836 the establishment of European Warrant and 
iggg Commissioned Officers for the corps was 

fixed by the following order 


8t, George^ Mh December 1836. 


Establishment and pay 
of European 
Warrant and Non. 
Commissioned Officers 
of Sappers and 
Miners. 


1 Conductor. 

1 Serjeant-Major. 

1 Quartermaster Serjeant. 


“ The Eight Honorable the Governor in Council 
is pleased to fix the following establishment of 
European Warrantand Non-Commissioned Officers 
for the corps of Sappers and Miners 

12 Serjeants. 

12 First Corporals. 

12 Second Corporals. 

The pay and batta of the non-commissioned ranks above enumerated 
are fixed at the same rates as established for the corresponding ranks 
of Foot Artillery, Second Corporals classing as Bombardiers. 

When employed at field practice, or on work of any kind such as 
road-making, boring, &c., they are further to receive an addition of 
five annas per diem working pay. 

The Conductor is to receive the same pay and allowances as a Con- 
ductor of Ordnance. *" 

Men found unfit for the corps of Sappers and Miners, from unsteadi- 
ness or other causes, will be liable to removal by authority of the 
Commander-in-Cffiief to the Antillery or Jnfantry, according to the 
terms of their original enlistment. ^ 

The duty of the Conductor now appointed will be the charge of the 
QaartermasteF s Office and Department of th# corps.’’ 

On the ^ame date an order was issued, by which it was directed that 
Havildars and Naigues of the corps of Sappers and "M ners should. 
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when pensioned on half-pay^ receive an exact moiety of their effective 
pay in lien of present rateSj and in accordance with the practice in 
force with the Native troops generally. 

During 1836 and 1837 a considerable force under the command of 
Service in Gumsnr. Brigadier-General Taylor, and of which a detach- 
ment of Sappers under Lieutenant Smythe formed 
a part, was employed in the hill zemindary of Gumsur, a service of a 
most trying nature, owing to the extreme unhealthiness of the district, 
and the privations to which the troops were exposed. On the successful 
ternaination of the operations in March 1837, the detachment, in 
common with the rest of the force, received the thanks of Govern- 
ment, conveyed in the following words : — 

* " The Right Honorable the Governor in Council has observed with 
high approbation the exemplary conduct of all the troops employed in 
the late arduous and harassing service, their patient endurance of extra- 
ordinary fatigue and privation, and the gallant and resolute spirit with 
which they executed every enterprise to which they were led by their 
officers, whose activity and energy have been conspicuous.” 

1837. On the 3rd February 1837 the establishment of 

Sappers and Miners was revised and 
fixed as follows ; — 




Captain Commandant 

Subalterns 

Assistant Surgeon . . . 

J emadars 

Conductor 
Serjeant-Major 
Quartermaster Serjeant 

Serjeants 

First Corporals 
Second Corporals 
Havildar-Major 

Havildars 

Naigues , . . ^ . 

Private 
Recruit Boys 
Pensioned Boys 
Puckallies , , . 
ArtiiScers 


sam;a« that isaaed in 1834 with reference to the 
^ service in the two oaeewas eitactly 
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,:■. vBazaar— '.' ■; 

^ ... ... .. 

.' ‘ 'Peons'' .'■ ... '," ...' ■ ... " '''2' '" 

Medical Establisliment — 

Assistant Apothecary ... ... ... 1 

Native 2nd Dresser 1 

Toties ...'"■■ '■ ... ■ ' ■ 2 

2. The corps to he armed with light fusils^ with a fusil pouch, and 
buff accoutrements. 

The corps placed under 3. It is to stand in the same relation to the 
the CommanSr!^.^^ Commander-in-Chief and different Military autho- 
rities as a regiment of the line. 

Movements will be under the direction of the Quartermaster-General, 
who will also issue orders regarding work to be performed ; the details 
of such work resting with the Engineer officer in command, that is, 
certain work being to be executed, the order for its execution will be 
given by the Quartermaster-General, and the Commanding Officer of 
the corps or detachment will decide upon the number of the men to be 
employed and the manner of their employment. 


Europeans of the Sappers and Miners will be eligible for advancement 
in the Ordnance and other public departments, and Serjeants attached 

to the Superintending Engineers of Divisions will in future be 

selected exclusively from the corps.-^*' 

Further Bevision of On 26tli December of tbe same year tbe 

establishment. estabbsbment was again reyised, and it was then 

^e ofsuMlr.^® co^ps sbould consist of six 
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Serjeant-Major 
Quartermaster Serjeant 

Serjeants 

First Corporals 
Second Corporals 
Havildar-Major 
Havildars 

Naigues ... ... 

Buglers 

Privates 

Regimental Lascars 
Recruit Boys ... 
Pensioned Boys 
Puckallies 


Blieesties 

Artificers 

Cliowdry 

Peons 

Assistant Apothecary 
Native 2nd Dresser 
Toties 


Non-effective Staff: — 

1 Adjutant, 6 Pay (Orderly) Havildars. 

1 Sulbadar-Major, 6 Staff (Color) Havildars. 

This change was very advantageous to the corps^ as the number of 
Native Officers was increased by four and the superior grade of 
Subadar introduced for the first time. Moreover, the number of 
Naigues was doubled. 

In February 1838 the following orders were 
issued relating to the organiziation and employ- 
ment of the corps : — 

1. The head-quarters of the corps to be 
permanently stationed at Bangalore. 

2. Two companies, with their European Officers, 
to be stationed at head-quarters for the purpose 

of instruction in sapping^ and mining and civil engineering. 

3, These companies, with their officers, to be relieved biennially, so 

that the wholO corps may^pass thrCnghits course of instruction once' 
in BIX years. r. ' ' 

4. The remailing four coippaMes,'" when not employed in military 


Orders for the 
instruction and 
employment of the 
corps. 
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work, to be placed at tbe disposal of the Revenue Board for employ- 
ment on other public works. 

7. When employed on active field Service the officer at the head 
of the Qaartermaster-GreneraFs Department will communicate to the 
Officer Gommanding the Sappers and Miners all work properly apper- 
taining to the duty of Pioneers, and the latter will adapt the means at 
his disposal to attain the object required. 

8. Each company to be complete in itself, and to be capable of 
perfo^ng every duty to which it may be liable, either in peace or 
war, independently of head-quarters, and for this purpose each com* 
pany to be armed and equipped as in the annexed tables. 

9. Every Engineer Officer, on his first arrival in India, to be posted 
to the Corps of Sappers and Miners, and to Join at head-quarters, 
where he is to do duty until reported by the Commanding Officer to 

be qualified for detached employment. 


Memorandum of Arms amd Tools required for eaoh Oom^my. 
To he cctmed h'l^ the Gompany, 


Implements, &o. 


One Company. 

a 

S 


OQ 

•S 

ns 

1 

1 

"S 

s 

QQ 

Kemarks, 


3 

Oi 

i 


CD 

■ ^ 


. cS 

rO 



O 

o 

s 

i 


OQ 

0) 

oa 

CD 

CD 

M 

<5 

1 


Isfc Section, 30 men ... 

30 

... 

... 





These sections are thus 

2lld 

12 

18 

8 

8 

6 



supplied with tools : — 

f 3.' 

3 

1 

' 

18 men— -18 pickaxes, 12 


12 ;] 

18 

8 

■■ ' 8 ' 

6 

3 

1 

1 bill hooks, and 6 felling 
axes. 

4th „ 

12 

18 

8 

8 

6 

3 

1 

8 men— '8 mamoties and 
8 hand axes. 









3 men — 3 broad axes. 







— V* 


1 man — 1 crowbar. 

Total ... 

66 

S4 

24 

24 

18 

9 

3 

30 m^. 


ja tl.ea.rope.. .ndN.tiT.Wc„..^sj„neato be with 

•pit, ot pefr.,*” ao o%or three with 
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„ • 1841. 

Oapiure of the forts 
at Canton and 
ftnrrender of the 
city. 


"queen's own" sappers and kinees. 

Sl^are Tools to he carried with the Company on a. cari 
or hullocJi's 0’)i service. 


Axes, pick 
Axes, felling ... 
Ajses, hand ... 
Axes, broad ... 
Crowbars 
Crag ropes ... 
Hooks, bill 
Hammers, sledge 
Jumpers 
Tamping bars 
Mamoties 


Ariijicers. 


f 1 Carpenter. 

For one Company ^ Smith. 

I 1 Hammerman. 
1 Bellows’ Boy. 


I. I® a., 

na.SClX’tm'Sorn”?' 

Of Kumool and the of ■fur’- mcluded a detachment 

=r'— s 

Wen*? TXm ana 

Bobbie, 39th Eegiment M.N.I. and Lieutenant G. S. 

TheA, B, andP Companies served with the 
first expetoion to China. These companies, or 
'* 1 • portions of tlieinj were nresent at i 

«».on. dnnng fc w»n »hicl ™ epedSed below!?^ !_ 

°* *’*' in Hie 

island of Chusan on the 5th July ] 840. 

nr.T? capture of the forts at Canton 

on 'h Sf surrender of that city 

• +1^ ®“^sequent operations 

The conduct f T ^ “P *<> the 1st June. 

• j of. the two companies employed on fhi« o 

»^the ^ Majon-Oenenaiy tagl 

* Majop-Genewl Sir T. T. Peara, k.o.b. 


1840. 

Pirst Wax in China. 


Capture of Tinghai... 
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commanding the expeditionary force;, who communicated the same 
to the Madras Government in a letter dated dth June. 

The capture of Amoy on the 26th August^ on 
Capture of Amoy. wliich , occasion the Sappers assisted in landing 

' '-the'guns./' . . 

; The, assault and "capture' of ■■the. city of Tinghai.,'in Chusan .on.' the, '1st'. 
Assanit and capture Gctober. Sir Hugh Gough mentioned the Sap- 
olTmghai. in Hs despatch in the following words 

*’^The scaling ladders had been brought up on most difficult and 
rugged heights by the great exertions of the Madras Sappers^ and 
were now gallantly planted under the direction of Captain Pears^ who 
:waS'the first to'" 'ascend,/”’: 

Attack and capture The attack and capture of the city of Chinhai 

of OMniiai. OB the I Oth Octob err and the occupation of the 

Occupation of Mngpo. ■ Ningpo on the 13th idem. ' 

. The escalade of the city of Tse-kee on the loth March 1842^' and 
1842 .'/ ' .assault and capture, of .the entrenchments " 

®scaMe ■ 'Of Tse-kee y '.near .that place, on the .same day. ■ Sir Hugh 

ratrS^ratenear Gough, in his report, writes that from Captain 
that place. Pears, the Oommanding Engineer, he received the 

most zealous support. 

The attack and capture of the fortified heights commanding Chapoo 
on the 18th May, and the assault and capture 
of that city on the same day. Lieutenant John- 
ston of the Sappers was wounded on this occasion. 

A detachment was on board the fleet on the 16th June, when the 
forts at Woosung were cannonaded and destroyed. 

It then landed and accompanied the column under Lieutenant- 
Oooupation of Oolouel P. Montgomerie, Madras Artillery, to 

Shanghai. Shanghai, which city was taken possession of 

without opposition. 

The capture by assault of the city of Ohin-Keang on the 21st July, 
Assault and captui-e after which the army proceeded to Nankin, where 
of Chiu-Keang. j^nded during the 11th, 12th, and 13th August, 

and preparations were made for assaulting the city, when hostilities 
were suspended, and on the 29th of the same month the treaty of 
peace was signed and ratified. * 

The following is an extract from the order issued by the Governor- 
General in Council on the conclusion of the war, dated at Simla, 14th 
October 1842 ; — • • 

" On that occasion,* as on all others, the Madras Artillery and 
Madras Sappers and Miners maintaisied thei*igh reputat^n -.g-hich has 
always Ijpen attached to their respective corps in the Madras Afmy.” 


Assault and capture of 
Ciiapoo. 
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On the 22 nd September 1843 an order was issued bv n 
psrfomed h Oifaa, »a 

M«3ra. S.ppers and Miners tlen’reolL r'^” Corps „f 

tien.^^^ . tago. Zfn/rjr”.*? "P”” 

also the word Obina.” imperial crown, and 

On the 10th March 1843 the Maranis of i .7 

fem^Sir" Engl “t” 

JoopswHch led formed part of the enodtr ‘ie Madras 

from that desp.toh the tolfowing i, «n 4t^ “ CW”*. “■i 


My Loed Maeqdis, 


Singapore, 1st Januaiy 1843. 


Lordship in oZloa tUentire^l^ZcZT^^ 

mention, as they joined me TthrCaS^^''^ Particular 

Weboniea gaialt parron etel ’^^^er in March 1841, and 
the field throughont the whole war. “ 

General of India the respective command' to the Governor- 

noticed lientenant-OoIonel Montgomerie°L°f 0™t ^ ‘‘T 


The nmnber of Sapp^md'ltbeS** e°b””h “f " 

i^gteretma ‘o MadTr ^Sot 


6 SrfSms. I “ Hatiidars. 

5 MTe Officer. Nmgnes. 

^ I ^ •JL^ruinmers. 

^ 240 Privates, 

ihe officers who served with them durinp- tb« 

T. T. Pears, Lieutenant and Brevet Tfl-n-i- . ^ ^ Captains 

Ooips of Madras Engineers. Car>f»i/n ^.‘ all of the 

were both sev^lyvro^ded, The fermef!^ RnndaU 

neera durmg the operations at Canton Ir • 

for hie .erricej oSmtn g" B ‘”'1 ™ ““W 

'■js‘'='S^^™”*’‘“i“‘®‘'‘®ofK 8 omme;din^'v*‘ 0*0 time 

^ '”™'”*”e«“-tor.BreyetM.j„ritj.„„ 

•i t»WAgt|r\»< 3 j| 

L. /m,!: 
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Ms attaining the rank o£ regimental captain. Captain Cotton was also 
thanked for Ms services at the capture of Amoy. 

gubadar Major Gomarsawmy^ Native Aide-de-camp to Sir Hugh 
CougM particularly distinguished Mmself, and was brought to the notice 
of the Governoi'-GeneraL 

The-C Company served in Scinde and in Affghanistan from the end 

1840 1S41, 1842, 1843. March 1844, when it 

Campaigns in Scmde embarked at Karatchee f or Bombay, and returned 
and m Affgixamstan. Madras Presidency in May. The following 

order of the Commander-in- CMef of the Madras Army, dated 9th May 
1844, enumerates the services of this company during the period 
refeired to : — 

The 0 Company of Sappers and Miners, under the command of 
Captain Henderson, having disembarked atOan- 
tie ^0 nanore, the Most Noble* the Commander-in-Chief 
Company in Scinde desires to offer to both officers and men his most 

andinAffc cordial congratulations on their return to their 

own Presidency after their long and highly honorable service in Scinde. 

The C Company of Sappers and Miners was ordered from Belgaum 
to Scinde in November 1840, and shortly after its disembarkation at 
Karatchee proceeded to join the force at Quetta, a distance of about 
500 miles. 

Under the command of Lieutenant Outlaw of the 26th Regiment 
March through the M.N.I., the Company, then having with it not 
BoianPass. more than 46 fire-locks, deliberately marched 

through the Bolan Pass, and, after reaching Quetta, was occupied in 
various military works until the close of 1841, when it again moved into 
the low country. 

^^Its head-quarters were then stationed at Dadui-, while detach- 
ments were sent out in all parts of the country from Seebee to 
Karatchee. In April 1842 the company again ascended the Bolan 
Pass and was employed in constructing fortifications at Quetta, from 
which a detachment, having been sent forward with the troops 
under Major-General England, joined Major-General NotPs force at 
Candahar. In September the company retired from Quetta with 
Battles of Meanee and Major-General England, and subsequently joined 
Hyderabad. Major-General Sir Hilaries Napier, 

under whose command it was engaged in the destruction of the fort of 
Imamghur, in the battles of Meanee and Hyderabad ; serving in the 
first as infantry of the line ; and at the capturd’of Omerkote. 

The detachment left with Major-General Nott at Candahar, after 

. c’andaiarandOabul. J^^ving _ been magage<>%n the second ^fiair at 
Hykulzie under Major-General England, was 


^ The Marquis of Tw^lddalo, 
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3r:‘ ssifss: i: 

through the Khyber Pass. It reached P ^ ™ Movement 

be, 1842, .gei "orS^rr.:” 

^ut ^tf 

pany at the battle of Hyderabad ^ ®om- 

pleasure m placing on the records of this army the f i? ^ 

Irom Si, Ctale, Nepfe,.* desp.t„ta a,d oek^rZ^^TI 


Despatches from Major-General Sir Charles Rapier. 

P{ir\ii-s^^ jtj MeaneCj IStli jPobruapy 1848 

0.pta,» Hende,,^ of Mad,., E.gine.„, f„„p . „J 

Extract from despatcii excellent little band of 

of SirOharlesNapxer. Sappers and Miners, not only in this engagemenf 
•r. tbrou^b tbe xr- ^to<*gement, 

Bo.le.u and OatW i.™ also distogaisled aS, j? l,eato»,ts 

, , ^Serabad, 24th Marcli 1843. 

Lisotaaanta Outlaw Ld S^'xJswoa and 

-boss l.b„„ ...Moa tfa W, " It'S 

action.- ^ Howitzers to come up into 

Drom Ueutenant-Oolonel Leslie, c.e. 

^ Hyderabad, 23rd October 1843. 

I do h»eh, C«.^« ^.d„ ^ 

Semce rendered by ^ Miners^ Was in charge of a 

Jema^arAmarapW P^^*^ ®f §0 men of the above company seW in 

the troop under my comlaT^d Td ^ 

of the troop through the* thok I? Party at the head 

considered it a ‘poin/^ dutytoLL f ^ 

a Hayildar) this certificate as f re^^d 0 “!^ v\° only 

services and zeal. I have I ^ ^ opimon of his 

He and his sturdy and'haraworW ^ efficient man. 

always successful in mabing a ro5 for ever ready and 

ground, ^d, having thei^fools aW« ^ 

never delayed. In short I am ' ^. ™ hands, their worb wag 

nnwearied zeal of the whole nartvT^”'^^- testimony to the • 

heart." them success witli all my 
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, , General Orders hy His Excellency: MayorMeneral Sir 0. /. Napier^ QX.is., 

Governor of 8 cinde. 

Head-quarters^ Kurracliee^ 25tli Marclx 1844. 

Captain Henderson and Officers^ Non-commissioned Officers^, and 
Privates of tiie Madras Sappers and Miners. Yon 

Order by Sir CJiarles ^ - , , . 4 • -i ' -xt x i 

Napier on the nave earned laurels m bcinde. No troops nave 

depanure of the 0 more Itonorablv Conducted tliemselves. Associated 

Company from Scinde. . / „ 

in all me glories oi tne Hombay Army^ you leave 
tliis country regretted by your companions. Ton bave served under my 
immediate command for a year and a half. Your labors during our march 
into the desert were greater than those of any other troops^ and were 
undergone with spirit. You did your duty bravely in the battles of 
Meanee and Hyderabad. In the former of these two actions you were 
conspicuously placed, and nobly acquitted yourselves. I regret to lose 
you, but Justice to you after your hard service, has made me send you to 
your own homes, where an honorable reception awaits you. Go where 
you will, you will be attended with my sincere regards and my heartfelt 
respect. To my friend Captain Henderson I have given a letter for the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Madras Army that his Lordship may be 
aware of your worth. 

To these most honorable testimonials the Commander-in-Chief can 
only add this public expression of his Lordship^s acknowledgments to 
both officers and men for the admirable manner in which they have 
maintained the reputation of their own distinguished corps, as well as 
of the army to which they belong, and for the additional proof which 
they have thus afforded, that wherever their services are called for 
the Madras Sepoys will never fail to merit fresh distinction as brave 
and faithful soldiers. 

This order to be translated and read on parade to every native 
corps and detachment of the Madras Army.^^ 

(Signed) C. A. BEOWNE, 

Acting AdjutanUGeneral of the Army, 

This company bears upon its appointments the words Meanee,^^ 
Hyderabad,^"^ 1843, under the authority of ^n order by the Governor- 
General in Council, dated at Agra, 11th April 1843. ^ 

The following is an extract of a letter from Sir Charles Napier, dated 
14th July 1849, in which he makes honorable mention of Subadar 
Tondroyen of the Sappers. ^ 

" At the battle of Meanee Subadar Tondroyen led his company most 

Dietingttished conduct 
of Major Henderson 
and Subadar 
Tondroyen at 
Meanee. 


gallantly down into the. bed of the Fullailee ; he 
followed Major Senderson, his comm^^ding officer, 
who for that gallant actiqji receivedjbhe Companion- 
ship of the Bath, ^t this time, the post where 
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these two brave men led was about the most dangerous part of the 
field, I saw with admiration the boldness of the behaviour of the 
company and its commander^ and the Subadar was at his side on all 

occasions. 

This old warrior’s courage, energy, and great bodily exertions 
excited my admiration, and Major Henderson can confirm my opinion 

of him. If I am entitled to the red ribbon of the Bath, he is to the 
order of 

The late Lieutenant-General Sir James Outram, in a letter dated 
at Lucknowon the 4th April 1858, spoke of this company as foHows 


Upwards ot fifteen years ago I knew the C Company, Madras 
Sappers and Miners, in Affghanistan, and I then considered them a 

model body of soldiers, and most assuredly they have not deteriorated 
Since tiLen. 

Two companies of the corps embarked from Madras on the 3lst 
March 1852 under Captain J. W. Rundall of the 
Engineers as part of the second expedition against 
Burmah, and were present at the capture of 
April. On the 8th April they were joined at the 
'n river by two companies under the command of 
12th Regiment M.N.I. The force landed near 
1 April, and the White House stockade was talrori 
that day. On the 14th the Shui Dagon Pagoda 
was stormed and taken, and the city of Rangoon 
.11 and Lieutenant Ford were both slightly wound- 
received the thanks of the Governor-General in 
a notification dated 28th April, 
present at the storm and capture of Bassain on 
the 19th May, on which occasion Lieutenant Ford 
was mentioned by Major Errington, of H.M.’s 51st 
landing the troops engaged, as having behaved in 
ner. Lieutemnt Ford and the men of the Sappers 
favorably noticed in the notification of the Supreme 
bh June. ^ 

ider Lieutenant Macintosh was present at the 
rapture of Pegu on the 4th June, soon after 
(vjiichlhe town was made over to the Peaners. 


1852, 1853. 

Second Warin Burmali, 
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Defence ofPega, 


The defence of that place from the 24th Novem- 
ber until the 14th December, when it was relieved 
by General Godwin. 

The Burmese attack on Prome on the night of 
the 8th December. Previous to that attack the 
Sappers had rendered most valuable service by constructing breast- works 
and abbatis. 


Night; attack oa Prome, 


column under Brigadier- General 


One company served with the 

jggg S, W. Steel in the mai*ch from Martaban to the 

March from Martaban city of Tonghoo, and was present at the aiffair of 
to Tonghoo. Tonghoo on the 18th January 1853. This column 

left Martaban on the 14th January, and after a severe and difficult 
march of 240 miles, principally through forest, it arrived at Tonghoo 
on the 22nd February and took possession of the city without 
opposition, 

Brigadier-General Steel, in his despatch to the Supreme Government, 
dated at Tonghoo on the 23rd February, mentioned the company of 
Madras Sappers and Miners as having maintained their well-earned 
name in overcoming the many difficulties of the route of march. 

In February 1853 a detachment under Captain Loch, E.N., O.B., 
composed of Seamen, Marines, and about 300 men 
of the 67th Bengal N.I., was defeated near Dona- 
bew and lost its guns. Early in March a force of 
about 1,500 men, with two guns, under Brigadier-General Sir John 
Cheape, Bengal Engineers, was sent to retrieve this disaster. A de- 
tachment of Madras Sappers under Lieutenant, now Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mullins, of the Royal (late Madras) Engineers, and to which Lieutenant 
now^ Lieutenant-Colonel Trevor, V.O., of the Royal (late Bengal) 
Engineers, was attached, marched from Donabew with the force, and was 
actively engaged from that time until the 19th March, when the 
stockaded position of Myatoon at Kyou-kazeeu was attacked and 


Operations against 
Myatoon. 


carried. 


The difficulties with which the force had to contend are described in 
the original report of Lieutenant Mullins, dated 24th March 1853, from 
which the following are extracts : — ^ * 

'■* On the 7th instant the Sappers having completed at Donabew the 
necessary equipment for our advance aj^inst^Myatoon’s position at 
Kyou-k^een, we marched that afternoon with the force, taking our 
jposition immediately in rear of the |^vance4^uard. 

‘‘ On re^hing Akyoo the same evening at sunset, it wm considered 
advisablS by the Brigadier-General to form tafts for crossing the lake 
(beyond which our line of march lay) inmJfediately. A favorable spot 
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having been selected for tliis purpose, and the carts containing the 
rafts having come up, the Sappers, though under a considerable fire 
■ of musketry and jingals^ formed a raft for the passage of the guns and 
troops in about two hours. 

. two hours after daybreak on the morning of the 8th the second 

raft was likewise completed under a dropping fire. The rafts having 
been rowed up to a point favorable for the embarkation of the troops^ 
and a fog, which had previously obscured the opposite bank, having 
cleared off, the Brigadier-General directed the passage to be commenced. 
The two rafts filled with troops were immediately rowed across by the 
Sappers. 

^ ^ ^ 

On the 14th, 15th, and 16th the Sappers were employed in construct- 
mg a breast-work and stockade for the protection of the detachment 
which the Brigadier-G eneral had ordered to remain for the purpose of 
forming a depot for Commissariat stores. 

On the afternoon of the 17th the Sappers were ordered to proceed 
with the Right Wing; under the command of Major Wigston, 18th Royal 
Irish, for the purpose of clearing the road for the advance of the main 
column on the following morning. The road was found to be entirely 
blocked up with felled trees ; these however the Sappers, after great 
exertions, succeeded in clearing away as far as the lake stockade, which 
was stormed a few minutes before sunset. 

the 18th the Sappers were again occupied from early in the 
morning till sunset in cutting a road and removing obstacles (part of 
the time at the second stockade being under a heavy fire) to enable the 
guns to coma into action. 

19th. During the whole of this day the Sappers were hard at work 
as before, and for three-quarters of an hour under a very heavy fire in 
front of the third stockade they were occupied in rendering the road 
practicable for the advance of the Artillery/' 

In forwarding this report for rhe information of the Brigadier- 
General Commanding, I have the honor of bringing to his notice the 
exertions, the ceolness under fire, and general good conduct 
^of fhe detachiFent under my command during the protracted operations 
which resulted in the total defeat of the enemy." 

The undermentioned extracts are taken from a letter from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mullins to the Commandant Queen's Own Sappers and 
Minera,* dated 25th November 1876, in which further details are given 
regarding the operations question. 

When we first reached Donabew the Sappers had no means of 

ntdlahi. with,,, which,, we .h^ard...the 

and etsTonghold was inter- 
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sected, and the only appliances to be found were Commissariat casks* 
which were obtained from Rangoon, and ropes which Commodore 
Lambert the senior Naval Officer kindly supplied. Cask rafts of two 
barrel piers each were made up and they answered admirably.^^ 


What is mentioned as the third sto^?kade was an extremely strong 
position. Its length was some 1^200 yards* its left flank was protected 
by a morass* and along the whole front there was a nullah with a good 
deal of water and soft mud at bottom ; the ground near the right 
flank was nearly dry and was covered by an abbatis which was pene- 
trable by individuals with extreme difficulty and some danger even 
after the capture of the stockade, and was altogether impracticable 
to troops under fire. The only entrance to the stockade was a narrow 
path, across which at intervals pits had been dug* and this path was 
commanded by the two guns captured from the previous expedition 
and by several jingals. It was here that Lieutenant Trevor, after 
several attempts to reach the stockade had failed, was successful in 
at length leading the way in* and the fact is recorded in Sir John 
Cheapens despatch. 

The Sappers, throughout the expedition* worked in front of the 
column under the protection of the advanced guard* which practically 
consisted of skirmishers* there being no room for any formation until 
the Sappers had cut a road through the jungle. Piling and unpiling 
arms perpetually was found to be very troublesome* and carrying arms 
in addition to tools an additional fatigue. Consequently the Sappers^ 
arms were placed in a cart, and the men on more than one occasion 
entered stockades with the storming party with felling axes and 
dhars^^' as their only weapons. On the 19th March the men had 
to cut a road ail along the front of the stockade, and at a distance of 
from 35 to 40 yards only from its face, under a fire of great severity* 
which did not cease for a moment until the stockade was stormed. Their 
work throughout was most laborious* for in addition to clearing the way* 
which involved cutting through and removing large trees, levelling the 
ground* &c., from morning until night, or constructing rafts and 
bridges for crossing- the nullahs* they wel'e called upon to provide 
for the safety of the picqnets and outposts* and sometimes their work 
was not over until some hours after sunset* No men could have done 
better, or have been more cool and steady under fire* and the circum- 
stances of the expedition made their ^ervid^s iifsralaable.'*^ 

Lieutenant Mullins and the Sappers .. .were mentioned in Sir John 
^|3heap6 s despatch of the 25th 1853 ^he folio w^jpg words r— ~ 


^ A Burmese weapon. A sort of sword with a 
Hade, and yery EseM for felling small trees. 


le ahont the same length as the 
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To Lieutenant Mullins and the detachment of Madras Sappers and 

Extort from Sir John greatest praise is clue; the work exe. 

Oiieape's Despatch. cuted by the men was most laborious, and the zeal 
and talent with w^hich their energies were directed 
by Lieutenant Mullins was most creditable to him. He was ably 
seconded by Lieutenant Trevor^, and I am mainly indebted to these 
oiEcers and the men under them for enabling* the troops to reach the 
enemy^s position/^ 

On the 30th June 1853 a notification was issued by the Governor- 
General of India in Council to the effect that the 
army of Ava would no longer be maintained on a 
war establishment, but that a force would be 
permanently retained in Pegu for the defence 
of that annexed province. The notification concluded by directing that 
a donation of six months^ batta should be granted to all the Commis- 
sioned, Non-commissioned officers, and men of the several Naval and 
Military forces that had been employed during the war. 

In January 1854 a party of Sappers served with the detachment 
under Major Allan, who was employed to mark 
out the northeim boundary. Tliis detacbment 
was attacked about 42 miles north of Tonghoo, but repulsed the enemy. 

The undermentioned officers served with the Sappers and Miners 
during the second war in Burmah : — 

Captain J. W. Eundall and Lieutenants Carpendale, Oakes, Rogers, 
Ryves, Dennison, Vaughan, Mullins, Mayne, and Gahagan, all of the 
Madras Engineers, and Lieutenants Macintosh, Ford, Carter, Wilson, 
Shortland, Parquhar, Harris, Allan, Furlong, and Daniel of the 
Madras Infantry. 

A naigue and private Naigue Moottoo Veerapen and Private Rama- 
sawmy were admitted to the 3rd class of the 
conspicuous order of merit for conspicuous gallantry during 

gallantry. ^ Campaign, 

TheB Company embarked at Cocoiiada on the 19th January 1857 to 

join the expedition to Persia, and arrived at Bushire 

Expedition to Peraia» Mrarch* It proceeded on board the Indian 

Semcesof the B « Navy S.S- Victoria with the second division of 

Company. !L 

the Persian field force up the Shat-ool-Arab river 
to within three miles of the southern battery of Mohumra. During 
the night of the 24th -Maj^ Boileau and other staff officers reconnoi- 
tred the enem/s position, especially with a view to ascertain whether 
it were poss&le to establigfh battepes on the island of Dubbee, west of 
the northern battery. 

On the evenfiag, :qf the B Company was transferred to the 

. 3&rine B'& Mugh^lrnimy^. , At daybreak on the 26th the 


Annexation of Pegu and 
withdrawal of the 
main body of the 
army. 
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Indian naval squadron ran np tiie river until opposite the forts 
defending tlie channel leading up to Mohumra, and engaged the 
batteries. The carrbnades of the Hugh Lindsay were worked by 
H. M/s 64th Eegiment assisted by the Sappers. By 11 a.m. the 
enemy^s batteries were silenced^ and the disembarkation of the troops 
was effected by p.h. 

The division advanced through date giwes intersected by irrigation 
canals^ many of which were bridged by date trees felled by the Sappers. 
The bridge by which the Artillery and Oavahy crossed the main irriga- 
tion channels consisted of trees felled on both sides of the channel, 
with a large Arab boat as a central support. 

The Persians retired precipitately, leaving their tents, baggage, 
Mobumra. guns, and stores, with a loss of about 200 killed. 

The work of the Madras Sappers at Mohumra was extremely heavy. 
Batteries were destroyed, roads made, landing stages constructed, 
streams dammed or turned, and model huts erected. • 

The following is a copy of the letter addressed to the Adjutant- 
General of the Madras Army by the chief of the staff of the expedi- 
tionary force on the return of the company to Bombay: — 

Gam^ Mohumra, IWi May IQhl. 

"Sib, — I n reporting to you the departure this day in the transport 
Complimentary order Hihernia bound for Bombay of the B Company, 

by Sir James Outram. gappers and Miners, I am instructed by Lieute- 
nant-General Sir James Outram to state that the conduct of the men 
has been exemplary since they joined this force, and that they have 
rendered the most efficient service on the expedition against Mohumra 
and during its occupation. 

"2. The peculiar features of the country afforded them ample 
employment, and the skill and wonderful rapidity and cheerful alacrity 
with which they constructed roads through the extensive date groves, 
bridged the canals, and formed piers for disembarking troops and stores 
from the vessels on the Shat-ool-Arab river, were the admiration of 
the whole army. 

"3. I am commanded to request you wilfbe so good as to lay before 
His Excellency Sir Patrick Grant this record of Sir James Outram's 
appreciation of the services performed by the Sappers, and that you 
will permit me to convey through you to the officer commanding 
(Brevet Major Bbileau) and to all ranks d^mposing the company an 
expression of the Lieutenant-GeneraFs very best thanks for the very 
efficient service they have rendered.^ ^ ^ 

• (Signed) EDWARD LWGARD, Brig.-Genl., 

Chiff of thk Staff Expeditionary Force 
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bro^K^boTotice facilitate tlao landing and advance of the 

of tbe Governor. troops at Mohumra^ and the subsequent incessant 

exposed to during om- occupa- 
tion of Mohumra, and I consider that they deserve 
special notice and warm commendation for the alacrity with which 
they volunteered for foreign service, though they had only very lately 
rejoined their families after separation of nearly five years of successive 
absences on field service. Although sent back to India, this devoted 
body of soldiers, instead of being allowed to rejoin their families in the 
Madras Presidency, has, I understand, been attached to the column 
under General Woodburn intended for the rehef of Mhow, with which 
they are now employed, having displayed, I am told, the utmost 
cheerfulness and alacriiy when ordered* on the duty.” 

The officers employed with the company of Sappers and Miners in 

Persia were 

Captain and Brevet Major A. M. Boileau, Commanding Engineer; 

Lieutenant P, A. Brown. 

Lieutenant P. R. Pox, 14th Regiment, M.NJ. 

Second Lieutenant H. N, D. Prendergast, Madras .Engineers. 

5» w H. J. Gordon, „ 

Subadar Seelooway. 

Jemadar Ali Khan. 

Assistant Surgeon T. Lowe. 

The B Company disembarked at Bombay on 1 st June 1 857 on its return 
Icdian Mutiny from Persia, and at once volunteered for service in 

Services of the B fr proceeded to 

Company in the ' Aurangabad, and joined the field force under 

ST’ ® Major-General Woodburn C.B., on the 5th July. On 

India field the 12th the force marched from Aurungabad, and 
relieved Asseerghnr on the 25th idem and Mhow 
on the 2nd August, the Sappers having had frequent employment on 
lie way as Pioneers, in making roads passable, and in ramping banks 
of rivers and sfcreanm. During the rains the Sappers were employed 
in streEgfcheaing the dSmnces at'rdhow. On the 20th October the left 
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half company marched under command of Lieutenant Fox, 14th Regi- 
. „ . ment towards Dhar with Maior Keane's 

Affair near Dnar. ^ 

column, and took part as skirmishers in the suc- 
cessful affair near that place on the 22nd October. 

On the 24th idem the right half company reached the camp of the 
Malwa field force before Dhar, having escorted the siege guns from 
Mhow. 

By the 25th, Ko. 1 Mortar Battery was completed and armed. On 
the 26th, the ridge 200 yards west of Dliar was 
occupied. Batteries No. 2 for field guns and No. 3 
for breaching guns and mortars were armed and in 
action early on the 27th, but constant work at them was required till the 
end of the siege, the Sappers frequently revetting and improving the 
embrasures in broad daylight, and always working 18 hours out of the 24. 
On the night of the 28th, Battery No. 4 was erected, and the screen 
approach to it was made the following morning. Fire was kept up 
almost unremittingly, till on the evening of the 31st the breach was 
reported practicable, and orders were given for storming the fort 
before daybreak on the 1st November, but the enemy evacuated the 
place daring the night, and it was occupied 
without further opposition. Major Boileau, Field 
Engineer, brought the services of the Sappers to 
the notice of General Stuart in the following 
words; — 

3. I would first allude to my two assistants. Lieutenants Prender^ 

1 and Gordon, whose energy and activity were Inost untiring, 
ir coolness under fire was very conspicuous. 

4. The Brigadier Commanding has been pleased to notice favor- 
the exertions of the officers and men of the Madras Sappers and 
ers. Their duties were truly arduous, and right well were they 


Siege and caxiture of 
Dhar. 


The Field Engineer’s 
report of the conduct 
of the company 
during the siege. 
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I beg^ in conclusion^ to bring most prominently to the notice of His 
Excellency the Commander-in- Chief the great assistance I have 
received from Major Boileau and the officers and men of the Madras 
Engineers and Sappers and Miners throughout the late operations; 
the conduct of Corporals Hoskins and Clarke of the latter corps has^ 
His Excellency will observe^ been especially mai'ked for gallantry^ and 
I earnestly trust that both these deserving men may be rewarded.” 

On the 8th November the company marched from Dhar along with 

, the rest of the force^ and encamped near Mim- 

Action at Munaisoor. , 

disoor on the 21st idem. Major Eobertson 25th 

Regiment Bombay Native Infantry, commanded the outposts. About 

midday his picquets were driven in by a determined advance of the 

enemy’s infantry, which however was checked by a charge of Cavalry 

till the main body of the field force, hitherto concealed from the 

enemy by rising ground occupied by the outposts, had formed for' 

action. The villages in which the outposts had been placed were 

speedily prepared for defence by the Sappers,, who afterwards aided 

in maintaining them, and also in the defeat of the enemy on the 

subsequent advance of the field force. Second Lieutenant Prendergast 

. „ was severely wounded on that day. Onthe28rd 

Action at Goorariah. ' in c ii m i ^ , 

the force came upon the bhahzadeh’s army in the 
strong position of Goorariah, five miles north-west of Mundisoor. The 
Brigadier at once prepared to attack, and charged the batteries in the 
centre of the position. The Sappers were in echellon on the left of 
the 25th Regiment in the advance. 

During the action a strong body of rebels marched from Mundisoor 
with the intention of attacking in reverse the right of the British line, 
which was already outflanked by the preponderating strength of 
the force from Neemuch. The attempt however was frustrated by 
prompt action on the part of the rear guard, consisting of detachments 
of the 14th Light Dragoons, 1st and 4th Cavalry Hyderabad Contingent, 
Madras Sappers and Miners in charge of an 8-inoh Howitzer, and the 
25th N. I. 

Havildars Appoo* and Gooroosamy of the Sappers were distin- 
guished for their readiness in loading and firing the Howitzer at 
a critical moment of the action. 

On the 24th of the same month the village of Goorariah was 
StornirfGoommh. stormed and Carried. The Sappers accompanied 
we sjoriumg parties, and were specially useful 
■in knocking down walls and making approaches by which troops 
could adyan^ upon th^emy cover. Naigue VeUient distin- 
gmshed^ ImnBelf by his' cool courage. 

- nr— trr-" ■ ’ ' — — ft 

^'Afterwatds^tibadar "‘BaRadoor.'^ 
f Afterwards Snbadar.Major Sirdat Bahadoor/*^ • 
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Complinientaiy order 
by Biigadier-Genaral 
Stiaart after the 
sEoa'm of G oorariah. 


1858. 


The following, is .a .copy of Brigadier-General Stnarfs acknowledg-, 
ment of the services of the Sappers on this 
occasion, w hich was addressed to the Adjutant- 
General of the Bombay Army, and afterwards 
published in the Fort Saint George Gazette of the 

23rd January 1858 

Of the condnct of Oaptain Brown and the officers and men of the 
B Company, Madras Sappers and Miners, I have much pleasure in 
speaking in the highest terms. Whether as Sappers or as Infantry, 
they have: distinguished themselves on every occasion. They • have 
undergone an incredible amount of hard labor during our late march, 
with a siege train over a country without roads, nor must I omit to 
mention that they accompanied the storming parties into the village of 
Goorariah, and proved of the greatest service. 

^ « * ' 

I must now, in conclusion, place on record my grateful acknowledg- 
ments to Major Boileau and his assistants.^^ 

In November 1857 the number of . companies in the corps of Sappei*s 
and Miners was increased from nine to twelve 
under the authority of the Government of India. 
From Mundisoor the B Company marched through Mabidpoor to 
Indore, and thence on the 8th January 1858 with 
the 2nd Bingade of Sir Hugh Eosa^s Central India 
field force, through Seb ore and Bhopal, towards Saugor. 

On the 24th January the brigade encamped before Eatghur after 
Siege aBd capture of driving the enemy into the fort. . On the 26th the 
katghar. pettah north of the fort was taken, and from this 

the right attack was commenced. The Sappers were employed in 
making the road to the left attack on the eastern face of tlie fort, and 
in making such protective works as were possible for men and guns, 
by cutting brushwood for screens, and building stone breast- works. 
A sand-bag battery for two 18-pounders and one 8-inch Howitzer was 
completed by daylight on the 27th, and on the evening of the 28th the 
breach was reported practicable by Subadar Seeloo'way, Privates Pitcha- 
mootoo and Chinnatumbee, and Corpora^ Linahan, all of the Sappers, 
who had been sent to inspect it. The enemy, however, evacuated the 
place during the night. 

On the 3rd February the brigade relieved Saugor. On the 8th, half 
Belief of Saugor aud company marched to Nowreowlee, distant 1 4 

destruction of miles, and retuimel the same day, having mined 

neighbouring forts. blown^p the towers fiaiiking the gate. On 

the 9tli the Sappers destroyed %fev^rt'’%^Saiioda, ^^ld qii the 10th 
took part ixi. fEer^^ffair at Bussaree, close to 
Garacotta. Batte|les-^ were commenced against 
€raracotta om the 1th, but the enemy abandoned the fort on that night* 

--9 


A^air at Bussaree. 


m 


66 


QUBEN^S OWN^^ SAPPEES AND MINERS. 



One of the fronts was then mined and destroyed so as to leave a practic 
able broach, and the force resumed the march towards Jhansi. On the 
Capture of Barodia and Ist March the Small fort of Barodia was taken 

other small forts. On Or,.! U 4.t, l-aKen. 

-+ 1 .Li r ^ company occupied and 

strengthened the fort. On the 3rd, the remainder of the Ln were 

employed m forcing the pass of Mudnapore. On the llth, a party was 
blowing up the castle of Bawanpore, and on the I4th and 
15th the company completed a survey of the Port of Tal Behut, which 
liad. D6GI1 BvacusbtGd. Qi fow dtsbys hofor&i, 

On the 20th a strong detachment from the 2nd Brigade advanced 
^ forced march of about 25 miles, and placed 
picquets on all the chief roads round Jhansi 
un tiie 21st, reconnaisances were made by the General and by Maior 
Boileau, and the head-quarters marched to the neighbourhood. The 
Account by Sir Hugh following extracts are taken from the report of Sir 
^y^meoporations Hugh Eose, dated 30th April, in which the 

of bis force against the fortress and the 

lortined city are detailed ; — 

“ The great strength of the fort, natural as well as artificial, and its 
extent, entitles it to a place amongst fortresses. It stands on an 
eevae roc' rising out of a plain, and commands the city and 
surrounding country; it is built of excellent and most massive 
masonry. ^ The fort is difficult to breach because composed of 
gramte; its walls vary in thickness from sixteen to twenty feet. 

“ The fort has extensive and elaborate outworks of the same solid 
consfruction with front and flanHng embrasures for artillery fire, and 
oop-holes, of which in some places there were five tiers, for musketry • 
gms placed on the high towers of the fort commanded the country 
al around. One tower, called the - white turret,- had been raised 
lately m height by the rebels and armed with heavy ordnance. 

“ The fortress is surrounded by the city of Jhansi on all sides except 
the west and part of the south face. The steepness of the rock 
piotects the west. T^he fortified city wall, with bastions springing from 
the centre of its south face, running south and ending in a high Lund 
or “amelon, protects hj a flanking fire its south face. The mound was 
or ifaed by a strong circular bastion for five guns, round part of which 
was drawn a ditch 12 feet deep and 15 feet broad, of sohd masoniy 
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On the 2nd April the necessary preparations for the assault were 
completed and the place was attacked on the 3rd and carried after an 
obstinate resistance. 

Sir Hugh Rose, at the conclusion of Ms report, brought the conduct 
of the troops to the favourable notice of the Oommander-in- Chief in 
the following words 

"«They had to contend against an enemy more than double their 
numbers, belhnd fortifications, who defended 
of the troops themselves afterwards from house to house m^a 

employed at Jhansi. spacious city, often under the fi.re of the Fort, after- 
wards in suburbs and very diflacult ground outside the walls.'^ 


The nature of the defence and the strictness of the investment gave 
rise to continued and fierce combats ; for the rebels having no hope, 
sought to sell their lives as dearly as they could. But the discipline and 
gallant spirit of the troops enabled them to overcome difficulties and 
opposition of every sort, to take the fortified city of Jhansi by storm^ 
subduing the strongest fortress in Central India, and killing 5,000 of 
its rebel garrison.'^ 


I beg leave to state the obligations I am under to the following 
officers for the services which they have rendered to me during the 
siege operations and capture of Jhansi 

Captain Brown, Commanding Company Madras Sappers and 
Miners. 

Major Boileau, Commanding Engineer, 
have much satisfaction in bringing to the notice of His Excellency, 
the officers mentioned in the Brigade Despatches. 


Lieutenant Pox, Madras Sappers and Miners/^ 

On the 1st April during the siege, the portion of the Central India 
Field Force not actually on duty in the trenches. 

Battle on the Betwah. >11.1 . T i. 1 At r aa j> it 

and which amounted to about 1,500 men of all 
arms, fought a general action on the river Betwah with the rebel army 
under Tantia Topee which attempted to relieve the place, and gained a 
complete victory over it, taking 18 guns, and killing upwards of 1,500 
of the enemy. Lieutenants Prendergastland'^Fox were both specially 
mentioned for their conduct during this action, the former for having 
‘distinguished Mmself on various ob?^.§Jghs^j®pder the G^eraljs eye ^‘by ^ 
his mesit and gallantry as devoted as .th(^ were unostentatious,'^ and 
particularly in the charge made by Captain Need's ^troop, H, M. 14th 
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Light Dragoons, when acting Aide-de-Gamp to Sir Hugh Rose ■ the 
latter for having killed eight men with his own liandA 
On the 25th April the company marched from Jhansi, and was 
Action at Koonch. engaged with the enemy in the action 

betore the town of Koonch on the 7th May 

On the 9th and 10th the Sappers ' destroyed the defences of 
Hindooi, and on the loth the force encamped at Golowlee about 
six miles from Calpee. From the 15th to the 23rd May inclii 
sive there was constant fighting between Oolowlee and Galpee Sir 
Hugh Rose described the tactics of the enemy in unceasingly 
Harassing march harassing his troops and forcing them into the 

from ^lowiecto sun, large _hodies of cavalry hanging on his 
position, retiring when attacked, but ready to fall 
on escorts sent to a distance for forage, the want of which was the 
cause of serious losses. Tlie thermometer stood at 118 decrees 
in the shade ; a great proportion of officers and men were ill ; the force 
for months had been making the strongest physical exertions with 
broken sleep, or no sleep at all, watching the camp half the night and 
marching the other half to avoid the sun, then often all day without rest 
fighting, or on the rear guard, or on reconnaisance or escort under a 
burning sun. The Sappers were constantly employed in makino- roads 
passable throughout the march, and occasionally in hauling heaw guns 
tlirough difficulties. / ® 

On the 6th June the company marched towards Gwalior with a 

Action at Morar. near er Sir Hugh Rose, Composed of 

GwaUor. 0^6 Battery of Artillery, and two Squadrons of 

, ^ thermometer in the shade stood at 

130 degrees. On the Ibth the Sappers, then reduced to 45 men took 
part in the action at Morar. They were commanded by Lieutenant 
Gordon, who was mentioned in Bngadier-General Napier’s Despatch as 
Wg kept ^ce with the 7lst Regiment and joined in the aLck on 
the ravines. The men were then employed to make a bridge over the 
canal, hut it became necessary to attack the enemy 
Gw^^rtaieu by _ without waiting for the completion of this work, 

and Gwalior was assaulted and taken on the 19th 
June. " 

Sir Hugh Rose in his report mentioned the Sappers as follows 
_ The Company of Madras Sappers and Miners, whose zeal and 

mtelhgence no hardships can abate, would have completed the briSe 

by smset, and I anticipa'oed «ie best results from avffiling myself of it 

or the pu^ose of cutting off during the night the enemy’s nnlrou! 
forceof all^arm^onthehittsf” s numerous^ 

afterwards, and ^th the" 

exception of an affair on the banks of the Jumna, where a party of the 


f*n ,, 
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enemy routed^ it liacl no further opportunity of distinguishing itself 
during the Central India Campaign, 

This company took the field with 6 European officer 
^ 1 ^- 4 ? i-ur. R officers, 4 Havildars, 

Casualties of the B t a -o 

Companv during the and 3 Artificers 


’s, 2 Native 
8 Naigues, 105 Privates, 
it returned to Head-Quarters 
41 strong of all ranks, commanded by the junior 
Subaltern, all his seniors having been sent away sick or wounded. 

Bewara. to Officers. undermentioned officers serving with the 

company were rewarded as follows : — 

Major Soileau, Engineers ... ...Brevets of Lieutenant- 

Colonel and Colonel. 

Captain P. A. Brown, Madras Fusiliers. . . Brevet of Major. 
Lieutenant H. N. D. Prendergast;, Engi- 
neers ... ... Brevet of Major & V, C. 

Assistant Surgeon T. Lowe ... ... Brevet Surgeon. 

Suhadar Seeloway ... ... ... " Bahadoor.^^ 

Jemadar Ali Khan ... ... ... "Surdar Bahadoor."" 

Suhadar Seeloway, Jemadar Appavu, Naigue Narrainsawmy, Lance 
Naigue Pitchamoottoo, and Privates Savathean, 
Appasawmy, and Chiunatnmby, were admitted to 
the 8rd class of the order of merit for having 
displaj^ed conspicuous gallantry on several 
occasions at Eatghui’, and at Morar. 

The following is a copy of the recommendation of Lieutenant 
Prendergast for the Victoi’ia Cross, which was conferred on him by 
Her Majesty in October 1859. 


Certain Native officers 
and men admitted to 
the order of merit for 
gallantry. 


Bank and Name. 


Acts of bravery for which recommended, 


Madras Engineers Lieutenant Harry North 
Dalrymple Prendergast* 


Bor conspienons bravery on the 21st 
November 1857 at Mnndisoor in sav- 
ing the life of Lieutenant G. Dew, 14th 
Light Dragoons, at the risk of his own, 
by attempting to cut down a Vaiaitee 
who covered him, Lieutenant Dew, 
with his piece from only a few paces 
to tha rear. Lieutenant Prendergast 


was wouBded in Hds affair by the discha^ of th; wonW 

been cut down had not the rebel been bflled by Maior Orr. 1 “ y 


Betwa when he was severely wounded. 

MaJor*General Sir Hugh Rose in forwarding his recommendath 
states Lieutenant l^'rendorgast, Madras Engineers, was specially me 
aier, now Sir Charles Stuart, for the gallant act at M.undifeoor, whei 
woimded; secondly, he was specially mentioned by me when actingvo'lur 
de-Oamp m the action before besieging Eatghur on the Beema river fo 
ms horse was killed on that occasion ; thin^iy, at the option of the 
Toluntarity acted as my Aide-de-Oamp and diSRlq^iaheJrhimself by 1 
charge wmcii I made with Captain-Need’s troopjHcr Maiesty’s 14tl] 
against ti» left of the so-called Peishwa's Army under •antia Tope^ 
wounded on the occasion. ' 



Services of iihe C 
Company during the 
Mutiny^ 


^ The Company Embarked onChe 19th Jannajy for Persia, so that whet: Sir Hugh 

Eose wrote his despatch, it had be^n about SO mouths ou Foreign Service, 
t Subadar Seeloway,, 
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Tlie account of tlie B Company during tlie Mutiny may be fitly 
concluded by the following extract from thB. LoQidan . Ornette of the 
8th November 1859, which was republislied in the Por^ 8L George 
dated 29th June 1860. 

London Gazette, Novemher 8th^ 1859. 

India Office, Novemher Uh, 1859, 

The following papers have been received by the Secretary of State 
for India in Council : — 

-No. 1. :■ 

Extract of a letter from Major-General Sir |Hxjoh Eose G.C.B., dated 

14th May 1859. 

Para. 16. I have already praised the excellent conduct of the B 
Company, Madras Sappers and Miners, which formed part of my.Force ; 
but I now beg leave to request, most respectfully. His Lordship the 
Commander-in-Chief in India, to have the goodness to convey to His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the Madras Army, the high 
sense which I entertained of the excellent service which they per- 
formed under my orders. They lived on the very best terms with 
their English comrades ; no work was too dangerous, or too dMcult 
for the gallantly and devotion of this Company which has been twenty 
years* on Foreign Service. On account of the great length of hard 
service which the Company had gone through it was to return to 
Madras from Calpee, but on Gwalior falling into the hands of the 
rebels the Company again took the field with the utmost alacrity, and 
again earned, not only my sincere approbation, but that also of the 
Central India Field Force, by its unvarying gallantry and zeal. 
Captain Brown deserves to be specially mentioned for having led this 
distinguished Company at the escalade of Jhansi, and for having com- 
manded it from the 5th July 1857, when its commander, Lieut.-Colonel 
Boileau was appointed to the Staff, till the close of the operations 
against Jhansi, when he fell sick. Lieutenant Gordon then took the 
command of the Company, and I beg to mention him specially for the 
satisfactory manner in which he performed this duty. The Subadarf 
of the Company has a full right to be specially mentioned for his 
admirable conduct througSout the campaign. 

The 0 Company served during the Mutiny, first with the force under 
Lieutenant-General Sir James Outram, and after- 
wards with that under Brigadier- General Sir 
Hopei Grant. It was present at the relief of 
Lucknow on the l7th November 1857, and a 
Deti^hmenJ^Ticder Lieutenant Cgilvie was engaged 
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in tlie action at Guilee on the 22nd December^ when the enemy were 
defeated by a column under General Outram, and lost their guns. The 
Company was sent to the Alumbagh soon afterwards and was engaged 

1858. defence of that position in January and 

February 1868. 

It marched with the Commander-in-ChieFs Force against Lucknow 
Oa^tnre of L^jcknow. present during the operations before that 

place from the 2nd to the 2lst March, which 
terminated in the capture of the city. During the remainder of the 
year it was actively employed in Oude, and was present at the affair of 

Service in Onde. Barree on the 13th April, and that at Sirsie on 
the 12th May, the action at Nawabgunge on the 
13th June, the occupation of Fyzabad on the 29th July, the actions at 
Snltanpore on the 13th and 28th August, the affair at Shahpore on the 
13th October, the action at Daoudpore on the 2nd idem, and the 
capture of the forts at Eehora and Kooelee on the 23rd November. 

jggg From the 6th December 1858 to the 17th 

January 1859, jt was employed beyond the 
Gogi'a, 

The services of the company and of the officers doing duty with it. 

Complimentary orders. acknowledged in the orders from which the 

following extracts are taken : — ■ 


Dispatch from the Right Eonorahle the Secretary of State for India, 
dated 28th November 1858, No. 28- 


Tlie thanks of Major-General Sir James Outram to * * 

appear to have been fully merited by their gallant and soldier-like 
conduct. 

His testimony to the conduct and services of the 0 Company of 
Madras Sappers and Miners under Lieutenant 0. Scott is highly 
honorable to them. Their skill as workmen^ their industry^ their 
cheerful alacrity, and general good conduct, commanded the respect of 
all who saw them at Alumbagh ; and their coolness and bravery when 
called upon, as they were on every occasion of attack on our position, 
to act as soldiers, was conspicuous. This testimony to the value of 
the corps supports the opinion the late QouriT of Directors have 
expressed in favor of increased enlistment of men of the classes* of 
which that corps is chiefly composed?**' 


* Appendix A. 
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Extract from an Order of the Qovernor-Oeneral in Gouncil, 
dated at Allahabad, 5th April 1858. 


Eoll o£ Officers who hare served under Brigadier* E. Napier, 
commanding Engineer Brigade during the operations at Lucknow in 
March 1858, and who are deemed deserving of honorable mention. 


Corps or 
Bctaclameiit. 


Bemarks. 


Bank and Hames. 


Actively engaged on, all attacks on the 
Begum’s Palace and Kaisar Bagh. 

Engaged in attack on the Eiiiaiim Bara 
and Baisar Bagh. In the taking of the 
latter he accompanied the most advanced 
party of Her Majesty’s 10th Boot under 
' Captain Norman, assisted in the.deience 
of their post, and went through a heavy 
fire to bring up reinforcements, which he 
did, remaining with them until severely 
wounded. Captain Norman publiclj 
thanks Ensign Ogilvie for his services. 


Madras Engineers .. Lieutenant Scott 

Madras Ensign Ogilvie 

Native Infantry 
with 

Madras Sappers. 


(Signed) R. KAPIER, Brigadier^ 

Ghii^^ Biigvnef.r. 

Eoll oi Officers and men wlio have served under Brigadier- General 
Sir E. Lugard K.C.B., commanding 2nd Infantry Division during the 
operations at Lucknow in March 1858^ and who are deemed deserving 
of honorable mention. 


Head Quarters^ 2nd Division^ 25f/i March 1858. 


•n Bank and Names. 

Detachment. 


Bemarks. 


Officer of Sappers 
honorably mentioned 
during siege of 
Lucknow. 


Accompanied the advance 
party on the 11th with 
powder bags and lad. 
ders. 


Madras Lieutenant Scott 
Sappers. 


(Signed) EDWAED LTJGAED, Bri^dier-GeiiL, 
n . Commanding %nd Infantry Diursion. 

This officer was killed on the 23rd November when reconnoitring 
the gate of i/ke Fort at .ffooe^ cUd was again honorably mentioned 


^ Lord Napier of Magdala, 
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ibotli by tbe Governor-G-eneral and the Commander-in- Chief in the 
letter and order given below 

Frm7i the Adjidanf -General of the Army, Allahabad, 

21st December 1858. 


The Secretary to the Government of India 


^ ^ ^ * T L 

* i am to 

express Lord Clyde's regret that Captain Scott, of the Madras 
Engineers, who had already achieved a good reputation as an officer, 
should have fallen in these operations." 


General Order by the Bight Honorable the Governor. General. 
Allahabad, December 1858. 


“ While the conduct of the officers and men engaged in these opera- 
tions has given the Governor-General the highest satisfaction. His 
Lordship regrets that it has been accompanied by the loss of Captain 
C. Scott, Madras Engineers, who had earned the appi-oval of the 
Government by a sealous and efficient discharge of his duty." 

On the 28th November 1859, Lord Clyde, on the approaching 

Mras and Bombay troops to 
return to their their respective Presidencies, recognized their 

Sesideuoies of the ii»portant services in a General Order, of which 
following portion relates to this Company 


“The C Company, Madras Sappers and Miners, were engaged 
and distinguished at the relief of Lucknow ; the Sapper Company 
subsequently remaining with General Sir James Outram's Force at 
Alumbagh, taking a part in the siege and capture of Lucknow, and 
being afterwards constantly employed -in Oude under Sir Hope 
Grant tlirougli the year 1858/* 

Havildar Tiroovengadum, and Privates Bagawaddy, Permaul, and 

Men admitted to the Chinnien of the C Company were admitted to the 

order of merit for 3rd olass of the Order oi merit for consnicuous 
oonspiouons gallantry. i, . -r •. 1 4.ui ooubpiououa 

gallantry at Lucknow. 

.The L Company served wi%the col^n under Major-General 
^ 1858. W^liitlock^ Qiiicl ]pr^ 0 iit fit tli^ surprisG End 

destruction of Jheegulil: on thesQth April 1858, 
the affair at Kubraa 17th idem, the battle of 
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Banda 19tL idem, the surrender of Kirwee 6tli of 

tlie garrison at Kirwee on tlie 25tli DeGemher after a marcla of 70 
miles in 36 hours, and the action at Puiiwarree on the 29th idem where 
Rajah Goviiid, the leader of the enemy, was killed. 

The services of this Company were mentioned 
by Lord Clyde in his Order of the 28 th NGvember 
1859 in the following words: The Corps 

named in the margin * * * 

under Major-General Sir G. C. Whitlock, partook 
of the various operations under the direction of 
that officer, and have since been employed in 
the i‘eduction and occupation of Bandlecund and Saugor. 


Order by Lord Clyde 
ott the refcarn of the 
Madras and Bomba^y 
troops to their 
respective 
Presidencies. 

L Company, Sappers and 
Miners, 


The whole of these troops now leaving Bengal (whether of Madras 
or uf Bombay) have gained additional credit for the Armies to which 
they belong, and Lord Clyde congratulates them on being about to 
return to their own Presidencies after a career of honorable service 
elsewhere. 

The A and K Companies served with the second expedition to China 
with the force under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Janies Hope Grant, G.C.B., and were 
present at the action in front of the entrench- 
ments at Sinho on the 12th August 1860, at the capture of the lines 

at Tongkoo on the 14th and that of the Forts at 
Taku Forfcs. ^ 

Taku on the 21st idem. On the afternoon of 
that day the Sappers divided into four parties accompanied the stormers, 
viz,^ the Pontoon party under Lieutenant Pritchard R.E., the ladder 
party under Lieutenant Heine R.E., the party for removing obstacles 
under Lieutenant Trail R.E., and the party with the powder bags under 
Lieutenant Clements also of the Engineers. The A Company marched 
with the Army from Tientsin in September, and 
Surrender of Pekin, present at the surrender of Pekin on the 

13th October. 

r 

The following is an extract from the order issued by the Governor- 
General on the conclusion of the war : — 


I 860 . 

Second War in Obina. 
A and K Companies. 


Oanip^ Jubhilpore, the ]7fh January 1861. 

His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India has much 
satisfaction in publishing ff r generaV infoimation the subjoined letter 
dated the 21st Novtober 1860y^om Lieutenant-General Sir J. Hope 
Grant, G.O.B,, femmandef of the Forces in China, bringing te notice 
the services during the campaign in that country of the native troops 
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of all arms wMcli proceeded to Cliina from Bengal/ Madras, and 
Bombay. 

The Governor- General congi-atulates the troops on the high testi- 
mony which they have earned for themselves from their distinguished 
commander by their exemplary conduct in Camp and Garrison, and 
bv their valor in the Field. 


Sead QiuiHers, fhe Tieiitsin, 2 lsi Novemher 1860. 

My Lord,— Peace having been concluded with this country, and many 
of the native troops serving in the Expeditionary Force being about 
to return to India,, it becomes my duty to bring to your Excellency’ .s 
notice the services of the Eegiments and Corps of Her Majesty’s Indian 
Army which have been serving during the campaign. 


The two Companies of Madras Artillery under Captain Hicks, and 
the two Companies of Madras Sappers under Captain Shaw-Stewart, 
rendered good and useful services in the operations which preceded' 
and led to the fall of the Taku Forts. The latter Corps was most 
energetic in working without relief at the construction of the batteries, 
and have always shewn themselves to be cheerful and willinf^ 
workmen. ^ 

(Signed) J. HOPE GEANT, Lieut.-General, 

Conunander of the Forceft. 

Captain Shaw-Stewai’t E.E., was recommended to favourable notice 
for his exertions in trench duty, and he was accordingly promoted to 
the rank of Major in the Army from the 15th February 1861. 

The other officers who served in China with the Sappers were 
Lieutenant A. J. Filgate Eoyal Engineers. 

Ho. D. H. Trail, do. do. 

Ho. H. F. Hakeyne, 22nd Eegiment M. N. I. 

Ho. N. Swanston, 87th „ Grenadiers. 

Ho. M. E. Foord, 23rd •„ L. I. 

Assistant Surgeon E. E. Pearse. 

Early m 1862 the number of companies was fixed at 10 instead of 

Kpdnction of the Corp? ^2, and the two junior Companies, viz., the L and 
to 10 companies. M , were accordingly i^dudfed. 

Ihe reduction was carried emt by pensioning such men as were 
not m every re.spect fit for aeti^^ .service^^ the field, provided they 

Iiad completed the prescribed period oi^&wice. 

Short seiwiee men considei'ed to have es?ablished ^edal claims on 
account of service in the field, ivei'e granted donations in propo,rtion 


'mm 
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Abyssinia. 

1867-68. 

G, H, and K 
Companies. 


to tiieir supposed merits. Tkose not having any sucli claims wero 
paid up and discharged with the ordinary gratuity and travelling 
allowance. 

The K Company arrived in Abyssinia on the Sth, and the G and H 
Companies on the 12th December 1867^, under 
the command of Major H. N. D. Prendergast 
E.E., ¥.0., with Captain M.' E. Foord' as , Staff 
Ofl&cer to the Detachment. 

The following is an extract from the report of the Commanding 
Engineer at the close of the campaign 

''The G Company was posted at Zoula and Kumayli during the 
whole campaign. The services performed by this 

G Company. Company on the Public Works at Zoulp,, on the 

Eailway, and on Knmayli Water-works^ have been excellent. 

" The sepoys of this Company excavated a well on the Eailway line 
85 feet in depth, without lining of any kind, and proved themselves 
very skilful workmen.^^ 

" I have much pleasure in recording the good services rendered by 
Lieutenant Morris, R.E., commanding this Company, in superintending 
the water arrangements at Kumayli. 

" These services have proved most beneficial to the Transport Train 
Establishment at that post. 

" I bring to favorable notice the services of Lieutenants Protheroe 
and Mainwaring, assistants to Lieutenant Le Messurier, who was in 
charge of the water-supply of the expedition. 

" The H Company was employed during the whole campaign on the 
Public Works at Zoula, and was most industrious, 
ever ready and willing to undertake any work 
required of it. Lieutenant Pennycuick R.B., conducted his duties 
efiB-ciently. Lieutenant Cunningham R.E., was detached to Antalo, and 
Cornet Dalrymple was sent to the front in charge of stores. 

" The K Company commenced work on the Sanafe Pass after a 
short stay at Zoula, and afterwards when joined by 

K Company. Head Quarters improved the track route between 

Antalo and Magdala, rendering it suitable for laden mules and elephants, 
and was present at the action of Arogie, and taking of Magdala. 
Captain Elliot N.I. commanded, Lieutenant Bird being Subaltern 
Officer,^^ 

Oil the 10th April the action of Arogie was fought on the 

platform before Magdala. The K Company was 
^ Magdala. thp right British line, and aided by the 

^ rockets Naval Brigade it prevented a 

detachment of enemy^from turniug the flank of the 1st 'Brigade, 
and dispersed it. . # 


H Company. 


“qtieen^s own’’ sappers and miners. 


77 


The Force that assaulted Magdalaou the ISth April consisted of the 

2nd Brigade led by the 33rd Eegiment, headed by 

Assault and capture of i -o • to t 

Magdala. Koyal Hiiigmeers and Sappers and Miners. 

Before an entrance was forced^ Captain Elliot, 
Cornet Dalrymple and Serjeant Balding had received contusions, and 
Havildar Kistnasamy had been severely wounded in the arm. 

In Sir Kobert Hapier^s General Order of the 22nd April 1868, he 
addressed the Force as follows : You traversed, often under a tropical 
sun, or amidst storms of rain and sleet/ 400 miles of mountainous and 
rugged country. You have crossed ranges of mountains, (many steep 
and precipitous) more than 10,000 feet in altitude, where your supplies 
could not keep pace with you. In four days you passed the formidable 
chasm of the Bashilo ; and when within reach of your enemy, though 
with scanty food, and some of you were for many hours without either 
food or water, you defeated the army of Theodore, which poured down 
upon you from its lofty fortress in full confidence of victory. 

A host of many thousands have laid down their arms at your feet. 
You have captured and destroyed upwards of 30 pieces of artillery, 
* * You stormed the almost inaccessible Fortress of Magdala, 
defended by Theodore and a desperate remnant of his chiefs and 
folio wers.^^ 

In his Despatch, dated 1st J une 1868, Sir Robert Napier wrote as 
Acknowledgment of follows : The works of the Madras and Bombay 

Mad^Tsapperl ani Miners under Major Prendergast, 

Miners by Sir Robert V .G., R.E., and Captain MacDonnell, R.E., bave 
been singularly valuable andimportant/’ and again, 
“ I desire to express my very Mgb appreciation of tbe services of the 
officers commanding the several corps of the Expeditionary Force, and 
of the officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers who have 
served under them during the campaign. * * * 

Major Prendergast, V.O., R.E., Madras Sappers and Miners.” 

The undermentioned officers of the Sappers were favorably mentioned 
in the report of Sir Charles Staveley, viz. 

Captain Elliot commanding the K Company, Captain Poord, Lieute- 
nant Bird, and Cornet Dalrymple. 

On the conclusion of the war the following extract from a Military 
Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India was 
published in the Fort 8t. George Gazette of th^ 4th August 1868. 

“ I transmit for the information of your ]§ord ship’s Government a copy 
^of a Despatch which, in accordaiHjp with the command of Her Majesty, 

I have this day addressed to the GovNa<>r-®eneral in Cbuncn, convey- 
ing to the Government and Army of India ^he thanks*, of Her Majesty 
for the service rendered by them in the.ieondnct of the operations in 
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“I es;peeially desire to record the Mgli sense which Her Majesty’s 

Government entertain of the zeal and alacrity 
Afkiiowledgment bv t ^ t i. 

the Secretary of Srate (JJgplayed 111 til© dispatcli ol the detacliinoiit oi tii© 

M.ara. S.ppe.-s and Miners to take part in tire 
Miners in Abyssinia, expedition, and of the excellent service rendered by 
that body of men during the campaign, in the conise of "which they 
well maintained the high reputation of the Madras Army, no less 
than of the distinguished Corps which they represented.” 

In March 1876 the Sappers and Miners were distinguished by being 
made a Eoyal Regiment, and also by the appoint- 
ment thereto of His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales as Honorary Colonel. The following is an extract from the 
order in which these distinctions were announced to the Army in 
India. 

Fort William, the lOth March 1876. 

The Ticeroy and Governor- General in Council has the highest gi’ati- 
fication in announcing that in commemoration of 
^ZSedSrps the visit to India of Field Marshal His Royal 
by Her Majesty the Highness the Prince of Wales, the Queen has 
been graciously pleased to appoint His Royal 
Highness to be Honorary Colonel of the following Regiments 


The Corps of Madras Sappers and Miners. 


Her Majesty has been further graciously pleased to confer on the 
following corps the distinction of being styled “ Queen’s Own,” and of 
wearing on their colors and appointments the Royal Cypher within the 
Garter : — * 

^ * 

The Corps of Madras Sappers and Miners. 

^ I ^ * 


tlxe command of Lieutenant^ 


Hewlett employed with a Field Force in the 
Company in^'the ^ Malay^ Peninsula, and rendered excellent ""service 
Malay .Pemiisula. ^Mch « recorded in the P,raceedinga of the 
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Abyssinia, the'' ' termination ■' of . which in the, most satisfactory ■ manner' 
has been recently reported to Her Majesty^s Government/^ 
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Madras Government, dated 22nd November 1876, from whiob tbe 

following are, extracts 

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Military Bejpartment, 

22nd November 1876. 

Field operations — Straits Settlements. 

Eead tlie following papers : — 

No. 412. From Colonel H. K. Beene, C.B., 

Secretary to the Government of India, 

Military De^partment, 

To Colonel J. Michael, C.S.I., 

Secretary to Government, Military Department, 

Fort St. George. 

* * I am directed to forward, for the information of His Grace 

the Governor in Council, a copy of the communi- 

cation noted in the margin relative to the services 

Mia, No.^^0^. dated of the C Company (Queen's Own) Sappers and 

the 2 lBt October 1876 ]y[iinei.g during the recent operations in the Malay 
and enclosures. ® t t . j- 

Peninsula_, and to remark that tne Grovernment of 
India liave great pleasure in forwarding tliis favorable report. 


Captain E. F. Chapman^ for Quartermaster- General in India^ 


Colonel H. K. Burns C.B.^ 

Secretary to the Government of India ^ 

Military Department. 

^ * I am directed by His Excellency the Commander-in- Chief 

to submit for the information of the Government of India the accom- 
panying copy of a letter received from the Brigadier General 
commanding the late Larut Field Force bringing to notice the 
excellent service rendered by the Company •of Madras Sappers and 
Miners under Lieutenant Ho^vlett Madral Staff Corps, throughout the 
^ expedition. • * . 

2. In the Commander-in- Chief’s ^Sj^iodP the services performed by 
the Cempany of Sappers and Miners weife of greai) value, reflecting 
credit both on officers and men, and His Excellency thinks that the 
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report submitted by Brigadier- Geueral 
tbe Government of Madras witli a 


Koss imglit be forwarded 
suitable acknowledgment. 


to 


Oopy of a letierfrom Bngadm-General J. Soss G.B. Commandinq 
Prendency Bistnct, late Larut Field Force, to the Quartermaster- 
General in India, dated 3rd October 1876. 

T to submit tbe accompanying letter from Maior 

• • ’^gge, R.E.^ semor officer of that corps, wbo accompanied tbe 
Bengal troops under my command to Perak, and I would request the 
goodness of your moving His Excellency the Commander-in-Cbief to 
submit the same for tbe information of tbe Government of Madras. 

I can endorse all that Major Twigge says of the excellent service 
performed by Lieutenant Hewlett, and tbe Company of Madras Sappers 
and annex an extract of my letter to Major-General Sir Fmicis 
t^oiborne, K.C.B., regarding them. 

0„!,> 7™™' "f to 

yuala Kangsa, and preparation of accommodation there was in 
abeyance, as laborers refused to work in so advanced a position with- 
out the support of troops 

The date of Major Twigge’s letter will account for tbe delay in 
specially bringing the services of the Sappers to tbe notice of Govctu- 
meiit, and I regret that it should have occurred. 


From Major Twigge R.B. to Brigadier-General J. Ross, G.B. Com- 
manding Presidency District, dated Simla, 13tb September 1876. 
The official account of the late operations in the Malayan Peninsula 
Major Twigge’B report HOW been published, and finding that no 

rentredTtheC been made of the important service 

Company in Perak. rendered by the Company of Madras Sappers who 

^ of the force, as they were employed 

under my immediate direction I venture to submit the followiSr 
your consideration mth a view that if not too late, the value of their 
services to the well-being of the troops and success of the expedition 
might receive some acknowledgment. I have to express my regi-et 
o matter to your notice sooner. 

2. The Company landed with the first portion of the force under the 
command of Colonel Cox 3rd Buffs, and were employed until the 

bLToZT ! ' Company Boyale ; the former place they 

stockaded in a few days, so as to make it tenable by a small detach^ 
ment, and^did much to render t^atf<^ habitable by the troops. 

It havmg been found impoB^^ble to send forward tents, &c &c * 

ZS^the W oftmnsport provided by the Colonial Govern- 

ment, the Sappers were, on tL^ 8th November, sent in advance of the 
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: troops to Qualla Kaiigsa to erect hutting. By the exertion of these 

■ men, aided by some ten Chinese workmen, hut accommodation was 

^ provided as fast as the troops could be moved forward. Transport was 

economised and left available for other purposes, and considerable saving 
to Government effected ; it also enabled the men to construct beds or 
platforms raised from the ground, the importance of which to their 
health in a climate like that of the Straits cannot be overrated ; had it 
been necessary to use tents this would have been impossible ; the 
provision of hospital accommodation, cover for the Commissariat Stores, 
&c., &c*, were of immense convenience to the troops. The Sappers 
while employed on the above were at work from sunrise until sunset 
in all weathers ; to show the amount of work done, I need only say, 
that over 11,000 superficial feet of hutting was erected between the 
8th December and the end of the month. Considering the climate, and 
the difficulties which had to be contended with in the nature of the 
; work, and the use of materials to which the men were unaccustomed, 

I venture to submit that they were deserving of especial praise for the 
readiness of resource they displayed. 

3. In addition to the above, the position was enclosed by palisading, 
bridges built, and communication to the rear improved ; a road was 
opened to Eotah Lamah, and many minor services conducive to the 
health and comfort of the troops performed. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier- General Ross O.B, to Major-General 
Sir Francis Colborne K.C.B. commanding in China. 

^'Mn conclusion, I would solicit your Excellency's commendation 
for the very excellent work performed by the Madras Sappers under 
the command of Lieutenant A. Howlett, working eight and nine hours 
a day ; they were ever willing and cheerful, and proved themselves in 
every way to be right good and valuable soldiers. 



Order thereon, 22nd November 1876. 

His Grace the Governor in Council has much pleasure in forwarding 
to His Excellency the Commander-in-Ohief the above record of the 
good service performed by Lieutenant Ho'^lett and the C Company 
(Queen^s Own) Sappers and Miners in the Malay Peninsula. 

* * * Sjl 


The Commandant and Adjutant of the Queeji^s Own^^ Sappei's and 
Miners are selected from the Corps oLEngineers ; ^ 

Present estabiisEment other 0}!^rs may J)e taken either from the 

the corps. Engineers or from ^fcl:^ Liie. . . ' # • 

# Vide Appendix B, 
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■ ^^QUSiJH^S SAPPKB^ Aim 


The officers at present posted to the corps are : — 

1 Colonel Commandant. 6 Captains. 

2 Majors. 12 Lieutenants. 


1 Captain and Adjutant. 

Quartermaster. 
1 Surgeon-Major. 


I Included above. 


The following is the detail of the 

1 Conductor. 

1 Serjeant-Major. 

1 Quartermaster-Serjeant. 

20 Serjeants. 

20 1st Corporals. 

20 2nd ,, 

1 Assistant Apothecary. 

1 2nd Dresser. 

10 Subadars. 

10 Jemadars. 

1 Havildar-Major. 

40 Havildars. 

1 Honorary Havildar. 

80 ITaigues. 

20 Buglers. 

1^050 Privates. 


Establishment 

24 Eecruit Boys. 

24 Pensioned Boys. 

10 Regimental Lascars. 

11 Puckallies. 

1 Bhestie. 

1 Bricklayer Haistry. 

1 Stone-cutter. 

1 Cooper. 

1 Armourer. 

10 Carpenters. 

10 Smiths. 

10 Hammermen. 

10 Bellows Boys. 

1 Chowdry. 

2 Peons. 

1 Chuckler. 


The corps is divided into 10 companies^ five of which are stationed 
Distribution of the the Head Quarters at Bangalore, three at 

Secunderabad, one on the Neilgherry Hills, and 
one at Rangoon. 

There is also a Depot Company extra to the establishment, which 
is stationed at Bangalore, and consists of 2 Havildars, 2 Naisues 
and 94 Privates. " 

The uniform consists dark -blue turband, a scarlet tunic with 

Dress, arms and garter blue facings, and dark -blue trowsers with 

equipment. a yed stripe. The ordinary working or fatigue 

dress is of dark-blue cotton cloth with a turband of the same. 

The men are armed with the five-grooved muzzle loading Naval 
Rifle, and carry their ammunition in two pouches made to slide on 
the wamt belt. In addition to higjf<*^ins each man carries either a 
Pick-axe, MSmooty, Sho^el,,!^9r^^row-bar on his back, and also either 
a gabion, a bilbhook, or $ working knife at his side. ^ 
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The rates of pay-;, batta and working allowance are given below. 

Fufl batta, which is only drawn by other Ifative 
Pay, batta, and troons when on service or on a march, is always 

native ranks. drawn by the Sappers and Miners wherever 

they may be. 


1 

' Eank. 

" 1 

Pay. " 

Batta. 

Working Pay. 

Eemarks. 



ES. 

A. 

p. 

ES. 

A, 

p. 

istCL 

2naCL 3rd Cl. 



1st Class. 

lio 

0 

0 

) 






The working pay 

' iJ 

Snd ' „ 

80 

0 

0 

1 14 

3 

3 

8 Annas adayirres- 


I'Srd ■ 

, 67 

0 

0 




pective of class. 

is granted for a 

a} 




J 






day's work of 8 

f4 , 





\ 






hours. If the 

■ '1^ 

1st Class. 

35 

0 

0 

} 7 

8 

0 

6 Annas a day irres- 

men have far 

2nd „ 

30 

0 

0 




pective of class. 

to go the march- 

H 





j 






ing time is in- 
clnded in the 









Per Diem. 

HaviMar 

14 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

- 

4 As. 

3 As. 

2 As. 

working hours. 
Inferior work- 

Naigne 

12 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 


... 

... 

men draw 3rd 

'3) 

' 1st Class, 

2iid „ 

13 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 ^ 

0 

0 

... 

... 

... 

class pay. Those 
who cer- 


iSrd „ 

11 

0 

0 







tain tasts^'draw 


1' 1st Class 

9 

0 

0 

i 1 

8 

0 




2nd class pay. 

1 

2nd „ 

8 

0 

0 

• 

... 

... 

Those who are 


t3rd „ 

■7 

0 

0 







very superior 
in their respec- 
tive trades 

i 

i: 






t 

i 





draw 1st class 
pay. 


* id, « Appendix C. 
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The Secretary of State for India in his Dispatcli of the 28th N’orember 
1858 quoted in the text, adverts to the opinion held by the late Conrt of 
Directors in favour of the enlistment of a greater number of men of the 
classes of which the corps of Madras Sappers and Miners is principally 
composed, viz., men of inferior castes of different denominations. To treat 
^ this subject fully would require more time and space than the scope and 

object of this pamphlet will admit of ; but as the composition of a Native 
Corps which has taken part in every service of consequence in this part of 
the world during the period of a century, and which has alwws behaved 
well, is a matter of importance with regard to the Native Army generally, a 
; few remarks are here submitted with the view of indicating the direction in . 

j’ which enquiiy may be made. 

Tables exhibiting the composition of the Corps of Sappers and Miners at 
~ intervals of several years, and also others shewing that of certain regiments 

; of Native Infantry raised in the Carnatic are given below. As the nomencla- 

ture of these tables is not precise, it may be mentioned that of the 480 officers 
and men of the Sappers who are shewn in the return for January 1877 
under the head Other Castes, ” about 370 were pariahs, the rest being 
; chucklers and men of low caste. Of the 255 Native Christians, it may be 

i presumed that a large proportion are pariahs by descent. An abstract of the 

I , return gives 




i-* 




Mussulmen 


... 83 

Tamil 


... 348 

•Telingas ■, 


... 124 

Inferior Castes and Native Christians ... 


... 735 


The officers^ incline to the opinion that the uniform good conduct of the 

Co^s m the Field and in Quarters, is owing, not to the manner of its compo- 
sition, but to the system, of wHch “ Non recognition of caste and Mience- to 
every order, whatever it may he,” are the leading principles. 

The maintenance, if not also the introduction, of this system must ba 
ascribed to the Commandants and Officers of the (jorps, who from the first 
were specially selected on acconnt of their qualifications, and it is evident 
that such a system might be far easily iirtroduced and maintained in a 
regiment principally compos-1 of Native e«>r4gtiafos and men dl inferior caste 
than in one where the proportion of such men% extremely small, as is the 
case m the Native Infantry Eegiments of the^resent day. ' 
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b, 

Pioneers, and that of Sappers and mI ^ ^ ^ ^o^ps of 

in either of these, as the great maior-'t T little 

caste from the Carnatic consisted of men of inferior 

. other hand the comnosition nf t-u t> ■ 

» diUmnl from , 1 ,^ i, Ld rj f ^gm.ote o( ir,ii„ i„f , 

-in .tow flmtEoeimo.fr a* -bioin.dt.bJ 

entirely composed of soatliern men have n formerly almost 

m their rants. For example. The 1 st BattTr^ F’opoPtion of Telingas 
when it returned in 18l2^fromthe exr,p!f f 

304 low caste privates, and only 155 Islands had 

W caste men in that corprioln^^ “ of 

?4, whereas that of Telingas was ^1 Tn^i T ^as only 

Sappers and Miners it is believed that th. ^ m the corps of 

the Camatic^bnt Hs"Sf2rt“ Sepoy from 

of 1781-82, at which Clht ^-ing the war 

Oamatie”BattaKons, expressed were distinct from the 

the qualifications of the Northern Gircar men *° 

opimon of the old officers of the Madras 2m ® I?"®’ 

was in favour of the Carnatic sepoys as eoi^« years ago 

There are in the Circars certain is Z fZ "f tJ^e north, 

war^sw o are well fitted forthe Army, but thrme^s^J £ Ir^ 

as rough and ready afthefr erratic trShre^ b 1 °?°° 

seldom enhsted. brethren, but it is believed they are 

withSrr^^inr^^^ sappers and Miners 

ead to the opinion that the late Court of probably 

recoi^endation above mentioned acted with^rt "^ 

ramed as to give full particulars Tho *^® are 

denote mce, but give no information wh«t Telinga and Tanul 

'“‘““'“S “» *«<>* .Wn ..d„ “ ‘° »» 
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Tbe words Telinga ” and “ Tamil ” in tlie subjoined tables properly 
denote nxce, not caste. As used in tlie tables they may be beld to mean all 
castes of tbe two races in question except Brahmins, and men of low 
castes. These last are included under the head “ other castes.” Neither 
Teloogoo, nor Tamil Brahmins take service in the army. 

Tan j ore, Madura, and Tinnevelly form part of the Carnatic equally with 
Madras, Vellore, or Trichinopoly, and they have therefore been included 
under that head in calculating the percentage. 


Composition of the Pioneers in 1827. 


Bengal 

1 

Mussulmen 

80 

Deccan 

... 16 

Hindoos 

... 631 

Northern Circars 

... 40 

Tamil 

... 832 

Carnatic and Trichinopoly 

... 1,232 

Christians 

... 103 

Madura and Dindigul 

... 93 



Tanjore 

... 53 


1,646 

Travancore and Tinnevelly 

... 59 



Malabar and Bombay... 

.;. 29 



Mysore 

... 104 



Mahratta 

... 19 

There are no means of ascertaining 



the number of men 

of inferior caste 


1,646 

included under the 

heads Hindoo 



and Tamil. 


Carnatic 87*30 

per cent. 




Northern Circars ... 2*43 





9 
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Hindostan 
Hortiienj. OircaiB ... 
Central Carnatic 
(Madras, Vellore). 
Southern Carnatic 
(Tri chinopoly ) . 
Tanjore, Madura, 
and Thinevellj. 
Baramahal 
Ceded Districts ... 
Mysore ... ,,, 


Carnatio .. ... 78’51 

Northern Circara 11*11 


Cmnposition of the Sappers and Mhiara wi 1866. 


Country. 

Native Officers. 

I 

1 

W 

to 

<D 

S 

1 

(D 

'So 

p 

Privates. 

Hindostan 

1 

1 



48; 

Northern Oiroars . . . 
Central Carnatic 

... 

2 

5 

2 

157 

(Madras, Yellore) 
Southern Carnatic 

15 

38 

73 

13 

582 

(Trichinopoly) ... 
Tanjore, Madura, 

2 

5 

9 

1 

126 

and Tinnev’elly ... 
Baramahal 

1 

3 

2 


68 

Ceded Districts ... 

i 




14 

Mysore 

... 



’*4 

113; 

Total ... 

20 

49 , 

S9! 

20 

1,108 


Caste. 


Christians ... 
Mussnlmen 
Brahmins and 
Rajpoots. 
Mahrattas 
Telingas ... 
Tamil 

Other Castes- 
Indo Britons 


Total 


Carnatic 

ISfortliern Circars 


... 70 percent. Telingas ... 18-23 per cent. 

... 14-16 ,, Tamil ... 17-14 ,, 

Other Castes 46-11 „ > 

sr . . 


2 

o 

t 

•S 

■525 , 

u 
„ ci 

' 1 
) w 

CO 

CD 

,5) 

'll 

g 

0 

To 

p 

pq 

Privates. 

''■'4 

12 

10 

6 

142 


3 

7 

... 

68 

... 

1 




... 




5 

#■' 

’2 

19 


202; 

6 

13 

11 


190 

7 

18 

42 

2 

611 


■ 


12 


20 

49 , 

s&:5 

20 

1,108 


Christians ... 12*81 


Composition of the “ Queen’s Own"’ Sappers and Miners- in 1877. 


Country, 


Native Officers. 

Havildars. 

02 

0 

6 

1 

Buglers. 


1 


1 

1 

7 

... 

'3 

7 


127 

8 

27 

51 

is 

700 

6 

5 

3 

2 

90 

3 

4 

! .1 

4 

^1 

61 


1 



2 


1 

6 

i 

35 

2 

2 

12 

3 

132 

20 

43 

84 

21 

1,144 


Caste. 


Christians 
Mussulnaen 
Brahmins and 
Rajpoots. 
Mahrattas 
Telingas ... 
Tamil 

Other Castes 
Indo Britons 
JEuropeans 


Total , 


Native Officers. 

Havildars, 

1 IMaigues. 

Buglers. 

Privates. 

4- 

7 

9 

9 

226 

1 

2 

4 


76 

1 

... 



3 





3 

*i 

4 

*7 

. .. 

110 

6 

10 

21 


311 

6 

20 

43 

i 

411 


... 


8 

4 

... 

... 


3 

... 

20 

43 ) 

B4. 

31 

1,144 


felingas ... 
Tamil 

Other castes. 
Christians, ... 


9*61 per cent. 
27*18 

35*92 „ 7 

29-84 „ 1 
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OoMposliiou of tli& Suiict/tion 2 ifi>d now tho 2i7id Msgimsfit 

If. L\ (raised in the Garnatie) in 1810, and in 1876. 


Bengal , ... 

Deccan '■ 

WoTthera. djid Guntoor Gircars. 
Carnatic and Tridiinopol j . . . 

, Madura and , Dindignl 
Tanjore . ... . ... ' . . 

Travancore and Tinnevelly . , . 
Malabar and Bombay 
Mysore, 

Mahratta .... ... ' ... 


Carnatic . . . 
Nortbern Circars. . . 


Mnssnlmen 

Hindoos 

Malabars 


N.B. — There are no means of ascertaining 
any particulars regarding these men, but it 
may be presumed that the term Hindoos '' 
comprises those whose language was 
Teloogoo, and the term Malahar those who 
spoke Tamil. 


55*74 per cent. Mnssulmen 
17*40 „ Hindoos 

Malabars , 


41*41 percent. 

29*70 

28*89 


Country. 


Hindostan 

Northern Circars 
Central Carnatic 
(Madras, Tel lore). 
Southern Carnatic 
(Trichinopoly). 
Tanjore, Madura and 
Tinnevelly. 
Baramahal ... 

Ceded Districts 
Mysore 


8 Native Christians 
203 Mussulmen ... 
116 Brahmins and 

Rajpoots. 

89 Mahrattas ... 
Telingas 

93 Tamil ... 

Other Castes 

9 In do Britons 
10 Europeans 
99 


81 16 577 


Carnatic ... 42*98 per cent. Mnssnlmen 


Northern Circars. 85*17 



Telingas c* 
Tamil <1 ... 
^ Christians 
Oth^c|stes 


Native Officers. 

. CQ 

frs 2 

i.l 

|l 

Buglers. 

Privates. 


3 

2 17 

8 

40 

203 

1 

1 

3 


■ ■ 3' 

6 

2 

19 

.. 240 

5 

13 

... 68 


2 

... 40 

... 

... 

14 ... 

16 

81 

16 577 


35‘17 percent, 
41-57 „ 

11-78 „ 

^•93 'J 


90 
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ofilielst Baiialion 6t]i Ttegiaient^ noiv tie 6tlt Beghne'nt 
If. L (raised in the Garnatlc) m 1812, fmd m 1876. 

1812. 


Bengal and Deccan . . . 

... 39 Mnssulmen 

•. ■■ ■ ... '2m 

Northern Circars 

... 20 Hindoos 

155 

Carnatic and Trichinopolj 

... 781 Malabars 

' 175 

Madnra and Dindignl 

... 24 Pnllars 

) 

Tanjore 

49 Parias 

[ 804 

Travancore and Tinnevelly 

1 Half castes ... 

) 

Malabar and Bombay 

1 


Mysore 

... 16 

892 

Mahratta 

... 10 

— _ 

Ceded Districts 

1 



892 


Carnatic ... ... 90*24 

per cent. Mnssnlmen 

... 29*08 percent. 


Northern Circars. 2*24 „ Hindoos (Telingas). 17*87 

Malabar (Tamil) ... 19*62 
Lower castes , . . 84*00 

1876. 


Country. 

Native Officers. 

Non-Comtnd. 
and Naigues. 

s 

2q 

Privates. 

Caste. 

Native Officers. 

w 

o 

1.s> 

a J 

o ^ 

O 

§ 1 

Si 

Buglers. j 

Privates. 

Hindostan 

2 

2 


S3 

Native Christians 


3 

4 

37 

Nfortiiern Circars ... 

2 

17 

i 

231 

Mussulmen 

9 

34 


183 

Central Carnatic 

6 

20 

8 

143 

Brahmins & Eajpoots 

1 

4 


16 

Souttem Carnatic ... 

2 

17 

S 

116 

! Mahrattas 

1 



10 

Tanjore, Madura, 

... 

7 

2 

17 

Telingas 

2 

.■,24' 


241 

Tinnevelly. 





Tamil 

2 

16 


72 

Baramalial 

..... 

. ... . 



Other Castes 

1 

! ' •• • " ' 


37 

Ceded Districts 

S 

14 

i 

34 

Europeans 


i , 

2 

. 

Mysore ...* ... i 

1 

4 

1 

23 

Indo Britons 

... 


10 

1 

Total ... j 

16 

81 

16 

597 

Total ... 

16 

81 

'16 

697 


Carnatic ... 
Northern Circars. 


46*28 per cent. 
38*419 ,, 


Mnssulmen 

80*65 per cent. 

Telingas 

40-36 

5Jr 

Tamil 

12-06 

if 

^Sher castes 

6-19 


Christians 

6-19 

„r 
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VommaMmits of the Corps of Madras Pioneers, a'ttd Madras Sappers and 
iliners from 1792 to 1877, 

Corps of Pioneers. 

J792 to 1798 Lieutenant W. Dowse, Madras Infantiw. 

1799 „ 1801 Captain W. Dowse, „ 

1802 Lieutenant W. P. Heitland, „ 

S^ttoAions of Pioneers^ 

1^^ Battalion. 

1803 to 1804 Captain W. P. Heitland, Madras Infantry. 

1805 ,, 1808 ,, E. B. Bagshaw, 

1809 „ 1812 „ B. Hughes, ,, 

» E. W. Snow, ,, 

1814 to 1815 „ A. H. Bei'tram, „ 

1816 5, 1819 „ B. McCraitli, ,, 

1820 „ 1824 „ W. Milne, „ ’’ 

1825 Lieutenant Wheeler and Captain Crowe, Madras Infantry. 

1826 Captains Crowe, Wheeler & Sinclair, 

1827 to 30th June 1881 Captain W. Mnrr'ay, „ 


2nd Battalion, 


3803 to 1809 Captain J. Fitzpatrick, Madras Infantry. 

1810 „ 1819 „ T. Smithwaite „ 

1820 „ 1824 „ E. Richardson, „ 

1825 „ 1826 „ E. Cadogan, ,, 

1827 „ 30th June 1831 Major E. Cadogan, Madras Infantry. 



Oo fps of Pioneers. 

Major E. Cadogan, Madras Infantry. 
1832 to^l833 Captain W. Murray, ,, 

Corps of Sappers and Mimrs. 



1831 to 1832 Captain A. Lawe, Madras Engineers. 
1833 ,,1838 „ G. A. TJnderwt)od „ 

1889 ,,1843 ; „ T. T. Pears, ■ ' „ 

1844 ,,1852:; J.W. Biindall, 

1853 „ 1856 „ J, Garpcndale, „ 

1857 Captains Girpendale, Hew llt''endergast, and Hill| 

Madras Engineer's. 

1858 to 1860 Captam . Madras Engineers. 

1861 Captains Bogors & Whi^com, ., „ • 

1862 Captain Winscom, Sf ” , * ’’ 


i 
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1864 to 1868 Lient.-Colonel 0. Hill, Madras Engineers. 

1869,, 1873 „ „ H. F. D. Prendergast, V.C, Madras 

Engineers. 

1874 „ April 1876 Major Hew Prendergast, 

Madras Engineers Officiating. 

April 1876 Colonel H. F- D. Prendergast, VrC.,C.B, Madras 
Engineers. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE MADRAS ARMY REGULATIONS 

OF 1876. 


992. Tlae liead-quarters of tiie Sappers and ^Miners are stationed at 
Bangalore. Three Companies, exclnsive of recruits, will be at head-qnarters 
for instruction in all such branches of military and civil engineering as may 
be deemed requisite to render them conversant with all duties which they 
may be called upon to perform in garrison or in field. One of these Com- 
panies is to be relieved every year, so that the whole coi’ps may pass through 
its course of instruction at regular intervals. 

993. The remaining Companies are to be employed upon such public 
works, civil or military, as may be ordered by Government on the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary to Government Department Public Works. 

994. Except in cases of emergency and with the previous sanction of the 
Gommander-in-Chief, no party under the strength of a complete Company is 
ever to be employed on detached duty extending beyond the period of one 
month; and, under no circumstances is any party to be detached under the 
strength of a complete section. 

995. Excepting only for field service, no detachments of any kind are to 
be made from the head-quarters of the corps, unless when there may be 
parties available in excess of the three Companies under instruction. 

996. Each Company to be complete in itself and prepared for the per- 
formance of every duty for which it may be required, independently of the 
head- quarters of the corps. 



998. The corps stands in the same relation to the Commander-in- Chief 
and different military authorities as a regiment of the line. 


1000. When employed in the field, the ofGicer at the head of the Quarter 
Master General’s Department wdll communicate with the ofScer commanding 
the Sappers regarding work properly appertaining to the duty of Pioneers, 
and the latter will adopt the means at his disposal to attain the object 
required. 

1001. On field service the packs are carried at the public expense. 


1008. Officers of Infantry appointed to do|dnty with the corps of Sappers 
are to be considered regimental officers equally with the officers of Engineei^, 
with whom they will take rank according dates of ifceir commissions 

in the S-rmy— with the exception that they mil not halfe any claim to the 
command of the corps, which, in the ahsenn^f the permanent commanding 
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officer, will devolve upon sncli one of the officers with, the corps as the 
Ooramander-in-Chief may specially appoint. 

1009. No Engineer or other officer who may casually fall into the charge 
of, or be appointed to do duty with, any portion of the corps on field service 
or other occasion, shall have any claim to the command of the corps, though 
senior to the permanent commanding officer who will remain in undisturbed 
possession of all his rights and privileges as commanding officer. 

^ # # ■ ■ # ' # 


1111. No officer shall be eligible for appointment to do duty with the 
Sappers and Miners, who is not, in every respect, qualified to command a 
company in his own regiment; — nor should any offer himself as a candidate 
unless he has both talent and taste for Engineer duties, a determination to 
study, and a fair knowledge of Mathematics and military drawing. 

1012. No infantry officer will be appointed to the Sappers and Miners, 
until he has passed an ezamination, before the Commandant of the corps in 
Arithmetic and Geometry. In Arithmetic the examination will extend to 
Vulgar and Decimal Fractions, Practice and Compound Proportion, and in 
Geometry to the first three hooks in Euclid. 

1013. Six months after joining the head-quarters of the corps, every officer 
will be required to pass a satisfactory examination, in Fulgar and Decimal 
Fractions, the use of Logarithms, Practical Geometry, Mensuration, Plane 
Trignometry, Army Signalling, use of the Prismatic Compass, and Chain 
Box Sextant, Theodolite and Levelling Instruments, including adjustment 
of instruments, and to be competent to survey with the chain only, with the 
Theodolite and Chain, and with the Prismatic Compass and Chain ; also to 
survey and take sections with the Y level and with Troughton and Sim’s 
level, including in every case keeping field books, plotting and finishing the 
drawing, and to be able to make a route sketch or reconnaissance of any 
portion of the country, or of a military position, and to represent with facility 
and accuracy the features of the ground either with pen and ink, pencil or 
brush. 

Fourteen months after joining he will be required to show a welLfinished 
plan of a front of a system of fortification drawn by himself. His knowledge 
of field fortifications of Vauban’s first system, and of the book of instruction 
in Military Engineering, will be tested by examination partly practical and 
partly on paper. 

1014. An officer unable to pass satisfactory examination at either of the 
appointed periods, will be reic£Jj»nded to his own regiment. 

« # # # # 


1020. Officers in charge of public works, having parties of Sappers 
commanded by a European officer employed under their orders, are pro- 
hibited from interfering with the interior economy of such parties. Their 
attention is to be confined to right employment of the men with refer- 
ence to the work, while the '‘duty of detaching the parties available for 
employment re^ with the rCgJp^ental officer. 

102 L The peftaanent Oommandant and Adjutant are nomiEated to 
Government by His ExceUencjrthe Oommander-in- Chief, 
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CAEPENTERS. 

“ Second Class ” working pay when he can 
make common batten doors and 
wheel-barrows» 

j the tools nsed by the Corps, dove-tad ronghly, and make 
He should be able to keep his tools in order and turn 

should be able to make wheel-barrows, helve 
of tools, make ordinary tables and chairs, and doors 
description, and roofs under the superintendence of a 
' ■ i own saw and keep his tools 
able to turn ornamental legs for tables and chairs. 


A Carpenter is qualified for 

saw, adze, plane 

Carpenters. windows, line out his work, repair 

helve and handle 
rough couples. - 
on the lathe a plain cylinder. 

A “ First Class ” Carpenter 
and handle all kinds 
and windows of every 

foreman. He must also be able to sharpen his 
in order, and should be ( 

SAWYERS. 

Second Class ” working pay when they 
ay 35 superficial feet of jungle wood or 


A set of Sawyers are entitle 
„ can cut 

45 feet 

than 5 feet. Each man should 
They are qualified for *‘Firi 

superficial feet of jungle wood 

as for “Second Class;” and line out their work in any kmd ot tin 
They should be able to out planks of all thicknesses. 

THATCHERS. 

A “Second Class "man, with three assistants, using Lunka grass, 
thatch one square dfcly, as follows: one assis 

^ O ^ 
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rz rz: 

basket makers. 

A “ Sac««d Cl«s ■■ ^tet M*,. 

Basket Makei«. make common bamboo tatties, and ml 

B) S63(t to Bt Ciiair, ^ pwt 

and can also make co™ oH™ taSe^ X '^inroTctttrt'"’ 

SMITHS. 

A Smith becomes eligible for “ Second Class” working pay when he ea 
Smiths. and wheel-barrows and 

to weldandsteelinmpmr^“^”^‘^°'^‘"^“^^“^-^^^ ^WdTe’ Z 

and nse the lathe, and he should be well “ake locks and keys 

welding and steeling tools and filht with all kinds of 


(Gang of 7 men). 
Brick Makers, 


brick makers. 


0( Ho. lY, ..ho soppfc Ztoofto If t r 1 

rzZoLt i:“; ;zt:: 

A man becomes^ JntiLd Vo "sernd 

mould 1,200 bricks or 500 flat or pan tiles i Pay when he can 

premonsly prepared. A “ Second materials being 

common plain flower pots on the^En^Iisb "“ake 

preferred. ^ or on the Matiye wheel if 

lantUes in 7| Ws,^mteSs^as^ptV° T’"' V 

able to judge the proper description ^ofcW r^ Ckss,” he must also be 
also know how to stack the bricks in the fT ““kmg bneks and tiles, 
also be able to make goglets and twV ^ should 

BHch, El,. a.a Folfhrzrrir*" 

Bricklayers. 

dipond Qaas ” Hrickl^yer should be able + i 

BriokIaym.’'5f stone^fTmud, 80 cuL feet in Snnm°’'^T 

yards of brick-work ■ he sI.er.i/J 

^ wore , te should hare three assistants 


AI?PEHI>IX 0, 
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Qf 3smc, 


execute wire 


till the wall is five feet iiigli, and one additional assistant for every scaffolding ; 
fie sfionld be able, with, three assistants, to plaster two squares in mud or 
one-and-a-half in cfinnarQ, and turn any circular or segmental arches. 

A “ First Glass Bricklayer should, in addition to the above, be able to 
eiecnte the following tasks in a day 

Fiat archwork over doors and windows ; 17 cubic feet with two 
assistants. 

Circular archwork in bridges.— One cubic yard with three assistants, 
moulded bricks being furnished. 

Flooring.— The task must be regulated by the description of the 
materials used, to be deferred until data be available. 

Cornice work. — Two men with four assistants, B6ft. by 9in. by 9m. 
Columns. — One man with three assistants, 6ft, high. 

Terracing.— 12 men with 35 assistants can complete one square daily. 
Pan Tiling. — One man and one assistant on© square, if the tiles are 
placed on the roof. 

Flat and pan tiling— Two men and four assistants one square. 
Plastering. — One man and three assistants can plaster three squares of 
mud, or two squares of chunam, daily (one coat) ; he should also be 
able to point in cement. 

N.B.— Five men can pound 21 parahs of mortar daily, 14 parahs of 
sand and seven of lime — a parah to be 20in. by 20in. by lOin. 

STONE OUTTEES. 

A Second Class Cutter should be able to cut five, and a “First Class 

stone Cotters. superficial feet per diem in hard granite, 

snoh as is found in Bangalore, roughly dressed ; 
proportional for other kinds of stone and dressing. 

A “ First Class ’’ man should be able to mark out his own work. 


BOEING AND BLASTING. 

Two “ Second Class” men, with a 1| in. jumper, should be able to boro 

Boring and Blasting. “ Bangalore. 

A “ Second Class’’ man should also know how to 

tamp a hole. 

A “ First Class ” man, in addition to the above, should be able to fire 
blasts properly and determine where blast-Iv>les should be placed so as to 
obtain the most advantageous result, and also know the charge to be used in 
blasting. 

TIN SMITHS. 

A “ Second Class ” man should be able to miiike canisters, common tin 
Tin Smiths. watering pots, and ianterns, and have some knowledge 
of wire work. % 

A “ First Class ” man should be able to e^£n.ie work o^any "Ascription 

aPilrai 
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goopees. 

^ A “ Second Class ’’man should be able to hp«N j 

A “ First PI .. ^ to renew staves and rLair h ^ 

A First Class ’’man should be able to make ^oops- 

buckets, and new hoops. ^ ^ kinds of casks and 


Cooperi. 


SGBVETIN-G. 



* Scale SO' to I" (abou; 

f (S^eatest admissible 

t (Except S labour : 

§ 6 to 1 milt^ showing 

i (Except by 4 labour I 


’ error to be 1^ in : 
men^^riy the 




Bn we Examination. Simple ruics of AritCtimaS^^^^ 

English letters and figures “ w^txng 

to do tbk ^ll be remoSo^“^S.“ i-or^iitg 

He will then go through a Course of drawiug printing « ^ , 

Co^e of study for let Mtil he can produce a satkfa T ^ “louring, 

Grade. , - ®®'tlsfactorj copv of tbo A.T 

lowing Standard Plates 

I. Printing Plate. 

Ill’ 

to trace Batteries and^ 

(1) To execute a chain Su;vey* * * § rormc^r d' ^ 

Teats for 1st Grade. Plo* and calculate the ar^ oTlni^r -oL'd" 

out door work. same.— One day’s 

m tI T'" “ Mensuration of Areas 

{^) To trace Elevated, Sunken or half If 

angular Magazine. Sunken Batteries with the Eect- 

(4) To pace distances with tnloxoW^ 
of his own paces. accuracy, and to make a scale§ 

He will then study Surveying with the Prismatic C 

Course of study for 2 nd and adjustments of tST^and**!?^^™’ 

Grade. Levels; will draw the ArcMtectll r 

of the Plane Table, and wm prae&TihflZ^^ 

and distances without instruments. easnrement of simple heights 

(1) To execute a Prismatic Compass and Ch«- q 
T ests for 2nd Grade. unassisted, |1 and to plot the“ ^^7^0 

door work. day's out 


,y 

»aay paces are equivalent to MO yards. 
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(2) ’ To run a line of levels in the above survey.— One day’s out door 
work ; and to shovf fair practical knowledge of the adjustments of the T and 
Dumpy levels. 

(3) To draw the architectural course of 14 plates. 

(4) To pass an examination in Mensuration of Solids. 

(5) To -make a rough survey with the Plane Table.— One day’s out door- 

work. 

(6) To measure simple lieiglits and distances rougHy, witiiout tk’e use 
of instruments ; and to pace yards > accurately* 

He will then study Trigonometrical Surveying, and traversing with th^ 
theodolite, and learn the adjustments of that instru- 
ment ; and will also practise filling . in the details of 
a Survey with the plame table, or prismatic compass.- 
He will learn to use logarithms in the calculations necessary for the 
above triangulation. 

He will make drawing and estimates from specifications* 

He will practise simple contouring in the field! 

He will leam to lay off simple curves with the theodolite. 

He will learn to calculate the Area of a piece of ground by the Traverse’ 
Table, and to reduce Areas on paper. 

He will learn how to find the Meridian, and Variation of the Compass^ 
roughly. 

To execute a trigonometrical survey correctly and? unassisted with the 
Tests for 3rd Grade. theodolite, and to show a practical knowledge of the 
adjustments of that instrument. A fair plan of the 
survey and a diagram of triangulation is to he made, the roads to he travers* 
ed with the theodolite, and. details filled in with^the Plane Table or Pris- 
matic Compass. — Extent of survey to be about 3 square miles, 

(2) To make the Logarithmic calculations necessary for the above trian- 
gulation. 

(3) To draw a plan from specification, and to estimate the same. 

(4) To make and contour in the field a rough plan of a piece of ground. 

(5) To lay off a simple curve with the theodolite. 

(6) , To’ calculate the Area of a piece of ground by the Traversa- 
Table, and to reduce on paper an irregular Area to a mensurable form. 

(7) To find roughly the Meridian, and the Variation of the Compass at 

the station. « 

The following are the text books, &c. for reference and instruction, to. 
Text Boobs. in the Survey SchooV Q. 0.. S. & M. 

1. Roorkee Papers Ko. VII, on Surveying (ThiM Edition). 

2. Instruction in Military Engineering, S. M# B. Chatham. 

3. Arithmetic, by Bradshaw.: I 

4. Mensuration, Survey School, Q. 0. M. 

Adjustments of levels, Survey School, Q. 0. S, & M. ^ 

6.. Standard plates, &c. (vide accompany^, iist)^ 0 

7.. Logarithm Tables (Hhtton’s)i* 


Course of study for 3i*d 
Grade, 
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C00PEE8 

A “ Second Class ” 
bottom casks and to r 
man should be able to 


Cooperg. 

A “ First Class ” 
buckets, and new he 


man should be able to head and 
enew staves and repair hoops, 
make all kinds of casks and 


SURYETim. 

On ‘entering the Survey School the Sappe 
Untrance Examination. Simple rules ( 

English letters and fiffu 

He will then study the SimpL 
Course for 90 days. fractions vulg 

to do this wiU be removed to other work. 

He will then go through a Course of drav 
study for lat mntil he can produce a 
lowing Standard Plates 

I. Printing Plate. 

II. ConvenWl Signs, with the Sta: 
iXx. otanaard. Scales. 

He wm then study Chain Survey and Men 
o tmee Batteries and Magazines ; and will pra, 
( ; To execute a chain Survey* correct! 
Tests for 1st Grade. fiulculate the ai 

fOS m woi’k. 

lo pass an examination in 
(3) To ti-aoe Elevated, Sunken 
angular Magazine. 

(^) To pace distances with 
of his own paces. 

He will then study Surveying 

Cburse of study for aad 
Grade. Levels ; 

of the Plane Table, and wm ’pj 
and distances without instrument 
(1) To execute a Prismatic ( 

Tests for 2nd Grade. unassisted,] 
door work. 


pass an examination in 
imetic, and in writing 

le and Compound rules of Arithmetic, includ- 

rr a satisfac. 

in them within 90 days or 


of Areas, will learn 
pacing of distances, 
unassisted, J and to 
same.-— One daj*s 

Mensuration of Areas. 

or half Sunken Batteries with the Beet- 
tolerable accuracy, and to make a scale§ 

“"^and Compass and Chain, 

- and adjustments of the T and Ti, 

f the ArchitecJlSlfeTl 

1 learn Mensuration of solids. .r.d 


>y, correctly and 
—One day’s out 


* Scale 50’ to 1" (abou 

t (%aatestadmiBsil)le 
t (Except 65^,3 labour: 

§ 6" to 1 nul^showing 

fi (Except by 4 labour I 


> error to be r in 100^) 
luea^^-arry tbe chain, &e.) 

"“y to 
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''(2)' To Tiin a. line of levels in the above' Btirvey. — Oiie day out' door, 
work ; and to show fair practical knowledge of the adjustments of the Y and 
Dumpy levels. 

(3) To draw the architectural course of 14 plates* 

(4) To pass an oxamiaation in Mensuration of Solids. 

(5) To make a rough survey mth the Plane Table. — One day’s out door * 
work. 

(6) To measure simple heights and distances roughly, without the use 
©f instruments ; and to pace yards- accurately. 

He will then study Trigonometrical Surveying, and traversing with th^ 
theodolite, and learn the adjustments of that instru- 
ment ; and will also practise filling in the details of 
a Survey with the plane table, or prismatic compass. 
He will learn to nse logarithms in the calculations necessary for the 
above triangulation. 

He will make drawing and estimates from Bpecifications. 

He will practise simple contouring in the fieldr 

He will learn, to lay off simple curves with the theodolite. 

He will learn to calculate the Area of a piece of ground by the Tra verse- 
Table, and' to* I’educe Areas on paper. 

He mil learn how to find the Meridian, and Variation of the Compasa 
roughly. 

To execute a trigonometrical survey correctly and? unassisted with' the 
Tests for 3rd Grade theodolite, and to show a practical knowledge of the 
adjustments of that instrument. A fair plan of the 
survey and a diagram of triangulation is to be made, the roads to be travers- 
ed with the theodolite, and. details filled in with>the Plane Table orPris^- 
matic Compass. — Extent of survey to be about 3 square miles. 

(2) To make the Logarithmic calculations necessary for the above trian- 
gulation. 

(8) To draw a plan from specification, and to estimate the same. 

(4) To make and contour in the field a rough plan of a piece of ground. 

(5) To lay off a simple curve with the theodolite, 

(6) , To' calculate the Area of a piece of ground by the Traverse 
Table, and to reduce on paper an irregular Area to a mensurable form. 

(7) To find roughly the Meridian, and the Variation of the Compass ai 

tbe station. , 

The following are the text books, <&c. for reference and instruction, im. 
Text Books. in the Survey School,. Q. 0.. S. M. 

1. Eoorkee Papers Ho. VII, on Surveying (Third Edition), 

2. Instruction in Military Engineering, S, M»B. Chatham, : 

8, Arithmetic, by Bradshaw.. % 

4. Mensuration, Survey Schooli Q. 0. sl& M. 

Adjustments of levels, Survey School, Q. 0, S. & ^ 

6.. Standard plates, &c. (vide aocompanymg. list). 

2.. Logarithm Tables (Hutton’s).. . ^ v 


Course of study for 3rd 
Grade. 
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8. Madm OivU Engineering College Papers No. IX, on Estimating 

These works are to be used as follows:— wmating. 

Anthmetio. Arithmetic.— Arithmetic bj Bradshaw 

^^■"^^“^’P"“‘“g-"“dColonring._Roorke;papers 
on Snrveying, eh. I, and Standard Plates.* 

For Ist Grade 

Clmn S»rv.y_E. p, g, ,i. ii_ ^ 

JrroD. 1 to o. ^ 

and books of reference. of Areas.— “ Mensnration ” n r, 

S. & M. ’ 

( 3 ) Tryog Batteie8,_I„.tn,aioi L, Milito.y Bngin«,ri„„ Pl.t, 
w.th s«,t.<„8 u to 13 1 „d Plat, xxyfn, 

For 2nd Grade :— 

2xid Grade, 

Text books ( 1 ) Prismatic Compass Survey.— R. p. s. ch. Ill 

and books, &0. of refer. adjustments of Levels.— R. p. g. 

®““®- fo 205 ; and 

Adjustments of Levels,” Q. O S & M 
(d> Architectural Course.— Standard Plates.* 

( 4 ) Mensuration of Solids.—" Mensumtion,” O 0 S M 

( 5 ) Use of Plane Table.-R. P. g. oh. YII.’pp^ 114 to Ilf 

(6) Measmement of Heights and Distances.- R. P. g. ch. X, Prob T 

For 3rd Grade ; — 

TeSks Trigonometrical Survey with the theodolite, - 

H. P. S. ch. IV, and ch. VI. 

and^books, &0. of refer. (2) Logarithmic calculations of the above— R. p. g 
f<i'\ <?r,o„;B i.- n T, . Logarithm Tables (Hutton’s! 

( 4 ) Contouring.— R. p. g. &c. 

(6) Laying off _curves.-R. P. 8. p. 16 . and Instruction in Mflitarv 
Engineering, pp. 307 and 308 . ^ ^ 

(6) Areas by Traverse Table, and reduction of Areas -R P g „i, w 



* STANDARD PLATES, &c. 
I. Standard Scales ^ 

1 . General Survey , -6 itches to 1 mUe. 

of SuTTOj,*— 1 2 

* w A’S" «• 1 

4. Worfa% of Jffidings,-. 10 „ 

Betaab of BmUmgs,— 5 
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II. Conventional SiGi^s, of Jungle, Roads, Canals, Paddy fields, &c. &o 

with Standard Tints for the same. ’ 

III. Printing Plate giving standard sizes of : 

Upright Block characters, — 

6 

Slanting Block do. JL' 


Italics 


Figures ■ ■ ,,, 

IV. Specifications : — ■ 

Public Bungalow, in Bn 
Bridge ^of Tiu^ee Arcbes, 

V. Aechiteotueal Drawings:— 

1. Brick MouMin, 

2. Brick Kiln 


tg, bench, mould and hack, 
as used at head-quarters. 

3. Brick Work, different bonds, &c. 

4. Brick Maker’s hack barrow. 

5. Traveller’s Bungalow. 

6. Open Shed. 

7. Terraced roof Guard Room. 

8. Details of Terraced Roof. 

9. Section of Terraced Roof. 

10. Solitary Cell. 

11. Bridge of three arches. 

32. Aqueduct. 

13, Head Sluice. 

14 Battery for (4 guns)* 


By Order, 

A. P. H,AMILTOH, Captain, R.E.^ 

Adjutant, Q, 0. 8, ^ JC. 


Bangalore, 
October 1876. 


CHUOKLERS.^ 

A Second Class man should be able to make chupples, repair and 

Chucklers. accoutrements neatly, and make a kit bag and 

shields for tools. 

A “ First Class ’’ man should be able to mals^ a pair of ammunition 
boots from measurement in two days, to cut jut and sew all kinds of work 
in leather and make girths in gut or leathl^jhe should also be able to 
choose leather. > 


* Half sunken, 2 guns and 2 howitzers and 2 mortars. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY. 


A “ Second Class ” man to be able to clean pMes- neadj for use, to 

Photography. negative and develops and 

fix tbe same. 

A “ First Class ” man, in addition to the above, to be able to prepare 
the negative and sensitizicg baths, and prepare paper for printing, and 
also to take any sort of negative from life, or nature, or from copies, and 
to rectify any baths that may get out of order. 


FIELD WORKS! 


A man should be eligible for “ Second Class ” pay -when passed by the 

Field Works. Instructor as able to execute neatly 

and quickly all the various subjects appertaining 
to Field Works as laid down in the work of instruction in Military 
Engineering, and forming the course of annual instruction. The task is 
not to include battery tracing. Road making is to be included in the 
course of Field Work. 


TBLIGRAPHY.* 


' "Wbisdf 

per minut©. 


FLAG, LAMP, AND HELIOSTAT SIGNALLING. 

Letter! 

_ . . , minute. 

Reading and writing a message from a small flag at a 

short distance 

Reading a Cipher message from » small flag through a 

telescope ig 

Reading a message from a small flag through a telescope 20 
Reading a message from a small flag at a short distance. 25- 
Reading and writing a message from a Heliostat ... 15 

Reading a Cipher message from a Heliostat 16 

Reading a message from Heliostat 20 

Reading and writing 3 message from a Lamp 15 

Reading a Cipher message from a Lamp I g. 

Reading a message from a Lamp 20- 


Signalling legibljiwith a small flag 
Signalling legibly with a large flag 

t nailing legibly witi a Heliostat 
nailing legibly with a Lamp .. 


This iuhjeot being radar revision the section is ineomplet*. 
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: AND GOMPOSma. 

On entering tlie scliool to learn Printing and Composing tte Sapper 
siionld sliow that lie has acquired a sufficient knowledge of English. 

When he has attained some proficiency in his trade he will be put 
til rough the following tests to ascertain his fitness for px’omotion to 2nd 
Class of working pay : — 

(1) To tell the names of the different kinds of type used in the press, 
Tests for 2iid Class, and the places of the letters in the type cases. 

(2) To show that he can place the type in the chase, ink and print 
and clean the type when required. 

(3) To print 150 single copies in one hour without mistake. 

(4) To show a fair knowledge of English reading and spelling. 

The following are the tests for 1st Class : — 

(1) To execute the work laid down for a 2nd Class 
man m a smart manner. 

(2) To compose an ordinary piece of work accurately, and to punctuate 
and arrange his work with uniformity. 

(3) To show that he is able to correct any faults 


in the working of the 

press, and that he can make a roller. 

(4) To print 180 single copies in one hour without mistake. 

(5) To show that he is well acquainted with English reading, writing 
and spelling. 

LITHOGRAPHY. 

Before entering the school to learn Lithography the Sapper should (as a 
general rule) have passed the examination for 2nd Grade in the Survey 
School, and be able to show satisfactory specimens of his drawing and 
printing by hand. 

He should also shew a sufficient knowledge of English. 

He will be required to pass the following tests of proficiency in his trad© 
before promotion to the 2nd Class of working pay : — 

(1) To transfer an ordinary plan or drawing from prepared paper 
Tests for 2nd Class. to the stone, and ink and print the^same. 

If properly transferred a plan should furnish 500 copies. 

(2) To show that he is able to prepare a stone for work, and clean it 
when no longer required. 

(3) To prepare ink for use. • 

(4) To print at the large press 30 copies an hour of a large plan or 
form without mistake. 

(5) To copy the Survey School Printing Plate by hand (on ordinary 

paper) neatly and correctly. ^ 

The following are the tests for I st Class : — • 

(1) To perform in k superior manner the work 
Zests for 1st Class. \ ^ o /m ^ 

laid down for a. 2nd Class man. 

(2) prepare transfer paper, and to cdjjl thereon aj|f plan or design 
given him. 
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--! working of 

copies an hour at the large press of well finished 
d in any of the usual types, in an unexceptionable 


BOOK BINDIFG. 

The following are the tests which the Sapp, 

1 : I'-il 1 . 


are me tests which the Sapper will be required to pass 
before becoming entitled to 2nd Class working pay P ®* 

Tests for 2nd Class. To show that he understands the use of the 

. of th© sewing press, 

roN m ornament with a hot die 

(3) To bind an octavo book (about 1" thick) in one day, in a rough 

n nea sty e, and to place the pages properly in order before 
mi materials having been prepared beforehand. 

The following are the tests for 1st Class 

Tests for let Class. (0 To execute with superior finish the work 

xn. ™ , laid down for a 2nd Class man. 

Y\ m concave. 

todta.S'* to work oa 

'T* tow »perior 

j , and to correct any error m the arran 0*P'm/hvi4* 
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